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Promise  Keepers  make  history  with  rally 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  In 
the  largest  religious  gathering 
in  American  history,  an  estimat¬ 
ed  500,000  to  1  million 
Christian  men  gathered  on  the 
national  mall  Oct.  4  to  confess 
sins  of  impurity,  ungodliness, 
family  neglect,  racism,  and  sec¬ 
tarian  strife. 

Men  from  across  the  nation 
and  representing  every 
Christian  denomination  imag¬ 
inable  crowded  onto  the  mall  to 
participate  in  the  "Stand  in  the 
Gap"  assembly,  sponsored  by 
Promise  Keepers,  a  national 
evangelical  men's  movement. 

A  sea  of  men  that  spread  300 
yards  wide  filled  the  mile-long 
lawn  from  the  U.S.  Capitol  to 
the  Washington  Monument. 
Loudspeakers  and  huge  video 
screens  were  set  up  in  12  loca¬ 
tions  on  the  mall.  The  event 
also  was  telecast  live  on  the  C- 
SPAN  cable  network. 

Ne:iher  Promkle  Keepers 
officials  nor  the  U.S.  National 
Park  Service  attempted  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  size  of  the  crowd,  due 
mainly  to  controversies  over 
estimates  of  other  events  held 
on  the  mall  in  the  past. 
Professional  estimates  placed 
the  crowd  at  anywhere  from 
500,000  to  1  million. 

Two  things  local  observers 
agreed  on  were  that  the  "Stand 
in  the  Gap"  rally  ranks  as  one  of 
the  two  or  three  largest  events 
of  any  kind  ever  held  on  the 
mall  and  that  participants  out¬ 
numbered  the  huge  turnout  tor 
the  ll>95  Million  Man  March. 

Because  of  its  size  and  scope. 


the  Promise  Keepers'  first 
national  meeting  already  is  elic¬ 
iting  comparisons  to  the  two 
national  revival  movements 
that  swept  parts  of  the  United 
States  in  the  18th.  and  19th  cen¬ 
turies.  Plans  announced  at  the 
end  of  the  Washington  meeting 
are  intended  to  ensure  the 
Promise  Keepers  movement 
continues  to  spread  —  both 
into  local  communities  and 
across  the  globe. 

Calling  men  to  become  more 
responsible  in  their  families, 
churches,  and  communities 
was  a  recurring  theme  of  the 
six-hour  event,  billed  as  a 
"sacred  assembly  of  men." 

The  program  was  structured 
around  three  areas:  A  call  for 
men  to  commit  their  lives  to 
Jesus  Christ  as  Savior,  a  call  for 
men  to  respond  to  God  by 
becoming  more  actively 
involved  in  their  homes  ana 
churches,  and  a  call  for  men  to 
extend  the  hope  of  Christ  to 
others. 

The  bulk  of  the  program 
focused  on  the  need  for  men  to 
repent  and  become  spiritually 
responsible.  Speakers  focused 
on  three  areas  of  spiritual  fail¬ 
ure: 

♦  Forsaking  God  by  disre¬ 
garding  the  Bible,  failing  in 
prayer,  and  falling  into  sexual 
sins. 

♦  Evading  spiritual  leader¬ 
ship  by  abusing  and  abandon¬ 
ing  their  families. 

♦  Fostering  disunity  in  the 
body  of  Christ  through  racism 
and  denominational  pride. 


After  brief  messages  on  each  then  a  joint  declaration  of  the 
of  the  three  topics,  a  time  for  men's  desire  to  serve  God  and 
confession  of  sins  followed,  their  families  more  faithfully. 


PK  —  by  the  numbers 

WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  Here's  a  summary  of  the  "Stand 
in  the  Gap"  rally  Oct.  4  in  Washington,  D.C.: 

♦  Professional  estimates  ranged  from  480,000  to  1  million 
in  attendance.  The  Million  Man  March  in  1995  drew  400,000  to 
800,000.  Two  earlier  meetings  claim  a  million  or  more  —  the 
1965  inauguration  of  Lyndon  Johnson  (1.2  million)  and  the 
1976  U.S.  bicentennial  (I  million).  Experts  consider  those  esti¬ 
mates  to  be  inflated. 

♦  The  average  Promise  Keeper  is  a  middle-aged,  middle- 
income,  married  (88-%),  white  (80%)  male,  according  to  a 
Washington  Post  poll.  He  is  likely  a  Republican  (46‘ .,)  and 
considers  himself  conservative  (61%),  but  he  prefers  that 
Promise  Keepers  not  play  a  political  role. 

♦  The  Washington  rally  cost  almost  $10  million. 
Admission  was  free,  but  organizers  expect  to  recoup  most  of  ? 
the  expense  through  an  offering  that  was  taken  at  the  close  of  ' 
the  event.  Promise  Keepers  estimates  its  1997  net  revenue  at 
$70  million. 

♦  A  third  (32%)  came  primarily  to  confess  their  sins  to  God 
and  a  fourth  (25%)  came  to  show  unity  with  other  Christian 
men,  according  to  a  Washington  Post  poll.  Others  came  to 
make  a  change  in  their  lives  (14%),  support  their  family  (10%) 
or  show  support  for  Promise  Keepers’  values  (9%). 


KEEPING  PROMISES  —  The  Oct.  4  "Stand  in  the  Gap"  rally, 
which  attracted  between  500,000  and  1  million  men  to  the 
Washington  Mall,  was  likely  the  largest  religious  meeting  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  America.  (ABP  photo  by  Greg  Warner) 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  Public  Affairs  Committee 
votes  8-4  to  suggest  the  SBC  sev  er  ties  with  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs,  the  Washington-based  church-state  agency  made  up  of 
nine  Baptist  bodies. 


20  years  ago 


Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  students  present  MBCB  Student  Work 
director  Ralph  Winders  and  wife  Ginny  with  a  trip  to  the  ^th  World 
Baptist  Youth  Congress  in  Manila,  plus  a  trip  around  the  world,  at  the 
annual  student  convention  in  Columbus. 


50  years  ago 


U.S.  President  Harry  Tinman  praises  church  papers,  saying  they  "till  a 
need  not  met  in  our  secular  press."  Truman  endorses  Church  Press  Month, 
to  be  observed  in  October  under  the  auspices  of  Associated  Church  Press, 
an  organization  of  Protestant  editors. 


Xt  was  quite  a  sight.  Hundreds  of  thou-  certainly  their  right.  Priesthood  of 
sands  of  Promise  Keepers  —  some  esti-  the  Believer  remains  a  strongly-held 
mates  range  as  high  as  one  million  —  belief  among  Southern  Baptists, 
gathered  in  front  of  the  United  States  which  in  this  context  means  that 
Capitol  to  celebrate  the  unique  roles  and  individuals  can  make  up  their  own 
responsibilities  the  Creator  gave  them  in  minds  and  hearts  about  such  mat- 
his  incredible  plan  for  this  world.  ters  after  praying  for  guidance  and 

Mississippi  was  well  represented,  with  then  following  God's  lead, 
thousands  of  men  taking  planes,  trains,  However,  one  of  the  basic  tenets 
and  roadways  to  get  to  Washington  in  time  of  any  legitimate  para-church  orga- 
for  the  rally.  nization  is  the  iaea  that  involve- 

C-SPANf  network's  all-dav,  unvarnished  ment  in  the  organization  should 
coverage  provided  a  detailed  picture  of  why  not  divert  an  individual's  contribu- 
all  those  men  were  in  such  a  rush  to  tions  of  time,  talent,  and  treasure 

I  get  to  the  city  by  the  Potomac.  from  his/her  local  church. 

Present  were  an  almost  uncount-  Promise  Keepers,  for  one,  has 
able  number  of  men  who  openly  included  such  an  admonishment  at 
carried  their  Bibles  and  their  faitn  the  foundation  of  their  program, 
into  a  town  that  often  seems  to  exist  encouraging  followers  to  think 
in  a  spiritual  vacuum,  where  open  first  of  their  local  church  needs  and 
displays  of  Christianity  are  consid-  then  get  involved  in  Promise 
ered  almost  shameful.  Keepers  only  after  those  needs 

Many  came  to  invest  in  the  idea  have  been  met. 
that  men  should  daily  reflect  a  com-  That's  the  way  it  should  be,  but 
mitment  of  love  to  wife  and  family  that's  not  what's  happening  in 
transcended  only  by  love  of  God.  some  Mississippi  churches  and. 

Some  came  in  need  of  the  cathartic  one  suspects,  in  other  Southern 
experience  only  Jesus  can  provide  Baptist  churches  in  other  states. 

■  when  we  know  we  have  sinned.  Disturbing  reports  are  beginning 

Still  others  undoubtedly  came  to  filter  in  regarding  Mississippi 
seeking  the  Savior  for  the  first  time,  churches  that  nave  had  to  cancel  for  the  decades  of  turning  away  —  and  in  many 
among  those  who  had  found  the  remainder  of  the  church  year  such  programs  cases  being  led  away  —  from  service  to  our 
peace  only  he  can  bring.  as  Royal  Ambassadors  (RAs),  because  adult  churches,  associations,  state  conventions. 

Although  the  movement's  leaders  and  male  leaders  have  not  stepped  forward.  and  national  denomination  in  favor  of 

the  vast  majority  of  its  members  are  deter-  In  at  least  one  church  in  our  state,  that  para-church  groups. 

mined  to  avoid  any  taint  of  secular  politics,  situation  has  been  worsened  by  the  fact  Too  many  of  our  most  prominent 
our  elected  leaders  would  be  wise  to  note  that  Promise  Keepers  men  have  scheduled  Southern  Baptist  churches  and  leaders 
the  foundation  principles  claimed  by  their  accountability  meeting  at  the  same  have  chosen  mat  route  for  too  many  years. 
Promise  Keepers  and  the  many  other  time  RAs  would  be  taught  —  if  only  and  we  are  certain  to  reap  a  bitter  harvest 
growing  Christian  organizations  banding  enough  adult  male  leaders  could  be  found,  in  our  local  churches  because  of  it. 
together  at  virtually  all  levels  for  transra-  That's  not  what  Promise  Keepers  is  Let's  keep  first  things  first.  Our  local 
cial,  cross-denominational  worship  and  about,  and  the  group's  national  leaders  church  work  is  just  too  important  to  over¬ 
praise  of  the  Savior.  would  be  mortified  to  Know  such  a  thing  is  look. 

If  Mississippi  Baptist  men  (or  women  or  going  on  in  Mississippi.  They  have  Sometimes  it  seems  as  if  Southern 
both)  want  to  be  involved  in  para-church  preached  long  and  hard  against  it.  Baptists  are  the  only  ones  who  don't  realize 

organizations  like  Promise  Keepers,  that's  The  fault  lies  within  us,  the  sad  legacy  of  that  fact. 
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EMBARRASSED  to  be  seen 
CARRYING  A  BIBLE— YOU 
KNOW,  LIKE  MEN  /  * 
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Southern  Baptists,  we  should 
not  forget  the  model  and  exhor¬ 
tation  of  the  Apostle  Paul. 

October  is  designated  as 
Cooperative  Program 

Emphasis  Month  all  across  our 
convention. 

What  better  time  to  reflect  on 
how  Southern  Baptists  have 
made  their  love  for  missions 
effective  through  sacrificial  giv¬ 
ing?  What  better  time  to  renew 
our  agreements  for  future 
working  relationships? 

Use  this  month  to  inform 
yourself  and  your  church  about 
what  CP  ministries  accomplish. 
View  Ihe  most  recent  video- 
magazine,  Vessels,  available 
from  your  associational  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  or  Broadcast 
Services  at  the  Baptist  Building 
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Betty  Anne  Bailey 


'Now  concerning 
the  collection..." 

Bif  David  Michel,  Director 
MBCB  Stewardship  Department 
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of  his  ministry  shifts  from  per¬ 
sonal  evangelism  and  church 
planting  to  combining  and  elic¬ 
iting  resources  from  many  con¬ 
gregations  for  a  larger  benevo¬ 
lent  work. 

Today,  Southern  Baptists 
have  extended  Paul's  model  to 
its  most  sophisticated  and 
effective  expression  in  the  CP. 

As  the  largest  evangelical  body 
in  the  world,  we  support  over 
9,(XX)  missionaries,  train  over 
12,000  seminary  students,  and 
assist  over  40,000  congrega¬ 
tions  through  practical  church 
growth  initiatives. 

Observant  historians  recog¬ 
nize  that  Southern  Baptists' 
effectiveness  is  linked  directly 
to  their  decision  in  1925  to 
work  together  through  the  CP. 

A  financial  decision  led  to 
greater  spiritual  effectiveness. 

We  should  not  be  surprised. 

Often  spiritual  commitments  pleaded  for  an  opportunity  to 
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By  Tim  Nicholas 

MBCB  Communication  Director 


serv  ed  the  tra¬ 
ditional  maxi¬ 
mum  two- 
The  162nd  annual  session  of  year  term.  He 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  will  deliver 
Convention  (MdC)  will  take  the  presi- 
place  Oct.  28-29  at  First  Church,  dent's  address 
Jackson,  with  a  four-session  during  the 


(MBCB),  will^^^g^^™ 
preach  his 
annual  mes-  ^ 

and  final  ses-  SK 

sion  on  Oct. 

29  —  a  contin- 
uation  of  the 
drop  from 
five  sessions 

last  year  —  Kelley 

will  feature  a _ 

message  by 

Seminary.  The  ' 
convention 
concludes  at 
11:35  a.m.  on 

Stephen  Olford 

Olford,  radio 

g  readier,  author,  and  former 
aptist  pastor,  will  deliver  the 
Bible  Treasure  messages  dur¬ 
ing  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
session. 

Jackson.  The  In  addition,  each  session  will  Music  will  be  provided  by 

preacher  for  the  annual  sermon  offer  a  short  testimony  on  fol-  the  sanctuarv  choirs  of  First 
is  elected  by  messengers  based  lowing  Christ  in  the  market-  Church,  McComb,  and  Broad- 

on  the  MBC  Time,  Place,  and  place.  moor  Church, 

Preacher  Committee's  recom-  Rebecca  Grace,  youth  speak-  Jackson,  and  ■■■H 
mendation.  ers  tournament  winner  from  First  by  the  Missis- 1  ,  ;5:v..  ^  -  • 

On  the  evening  of  Oct.  28,  Church,  New  Albany,  will  give  sippi  Singing  ^ 

Bill  Causey,  executive  director-  her  winning  message  on  follow-  Cnurchmen 

treasurer  "of  the  Mississippi  ing  Christ  in  the  classroom,  dur-  and  the  Blue  ■  '  v  | 

Baptist  Convention  Board  ing  the  Oct.  28  morning  session.  Mountain!  L  \  I 


Melissa  Courtney,  second 
place  speakers  tournament 
winner  from  First  Church, 
Madison,  will  speak  during 
the  second  session  on  follow- 
ingChrist  on  campus. 

The  Tuesdav  evening  lay  tes¬ 
timony  will  be  from  Ronnie 
Musgrove,  Mississippi's 
Lieutenant  Governor  ana  a 
deacon  in  First  Church, 
Batesville.  His  topic  is  follow¬ 
ing  Christ  in  the  workplace. 

Alton  Forrester,  a  lay  leader 
from  Fairview  Church, 
Columbus,  will  speak  on  fol¬ 
lowing  Christ  in  retirement, 
during  the  closing  session  of 
the  convention. 
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Pastors'  Conference  slated  for  Oct.  27 


The  1997  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor's 
Conference  will  take  place  in  the  sanctuary  of 
First  Church,  Jackson,  on  Oct.  27,  and  will  fea¬ 
ture  a  trio  of  Mississippi  preachers  along  with 
three  Southern  Baptist  leaders. 

The  program  begins  at  1  p.m.  and  concludes 
at  9:05  p.m. 

The  three  Misissippians  are  Harvey  Reeves, 
Terry'  Ledbetter,  and  Steve  Bennett. 

Reeves  is  a  full-time  evangelist  from 
Aberdeen  and  staff  evangelist  for  Wheeler 
Groove  Church,  Corinth. 

Ledbetter  is  pastor  of  Union  Church, 
Picayune,  and  Bennett  is  pastor  of  Colonial  Hills 
Church,  Southaven. 

The  three  out-of-staters  are  Albert  Mohler, 
Morris  Chapman,  and  Tom  Eliff. 

Mohler  is  president  of  Southern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky.;  Chapman  is  a  Koscuisko  native 
serving  as  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  (SBC)  Executive  Committee;  and 


Crosthwait 


e  World 


Miss.  CP  continues  rise 

Mississippi  Baptists  in  September  gave  $726,866  more  in  g 


Deaf  at  Clinton's  Camp  Gan 


Conference  of  the  1 
12  and  the  Winter  Bible  Study  Preview  at  First 
on  Oct.  14. 
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Mission  Miss,  to  hold  reconciliation  rallies 


Mission  Mississippi  also 
promotes  a  number  of  other 
activities  to  encourage  reconcil¬ 
iation,  including  an  annual  pic¬ 
nic,  weekly  prayer  meetings 
that  rotate  among  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  and  white  church¬ 
es,  and  a  number  of  other  activ¬ 
ities  across  the  state. 

For  more  information  on  the 
upcoming  rallies  and  the 
Mission  Mississippi  ministry, 
contact  the  Mission  Mississippi 
office  at  (601)  353-6477. 


Christian  author 
and  lecturer  Josh 
McDowell  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  for 
the  annual  Mission 
Mississippi  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  Reconciliation 
in  Christ  rallies  on 
Oct.  21-22  at 
Mississippi  Coli¬ 
seum,  Jackson. 

McDowell  will 
bring  his  "Right  From 
Wrong"  tour  to  the 
Coliseum  for  Youth 
Night  on  Oct.  21,  and  f  w 

for  Unity  Night  on  ing  evening,  the  Mission 
Oct.  22.  Mississippi  Mass  Choir  and 

Both  rallies  begin  Praise  Team  will  perform 
at  6:30  p.m.  before  McDowell  speaks.  The 
Admission  is  free.  Covenant  of  Racial 
well's  recent  book  Reconciliation  in  Christ  will 
lude:  also  be  publicly  unveiled  for 

e  Deceivers.  the  first  time, 

der  Seige.  Jarvis  Ward,  Mission 

e  Love  Killer.  Mississippi  executive  director, 

;ht  From  Wrong:  What  said  the  covenant  was  crafted 
?d  to  Know  to  Help  over  several  months  and  is  based 
ke  Right  Choices.  on  the  Bible's  commands  to 

t?  Truth  Slayers.  become  one  in  the  body  of  Christ. 

1  Questions  Children  "To  date,  over  60  area  clergy 
ut  Right  From  Wrong.  have  signed  on  to  this 
well  will  be  joined  on  covenant.  They  will  be  leading 


McDowell 


MISSISSIPPI 


Ministers'  Wives  to  meet 


The  annual  Conference  of  topic  "Just  Who  Do  You  Think 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ministers'  You  Are?" 

Wives  takes  place  at  First  Taylor  will  speak  on 
Churchy  ' 

Jackson,  on 
Monday,  Oct. 

27,  with  two 
ministers' 
wives  as 

speakers. 

The  pro¬ 
gram  takes 
place  1-4:30 
p.m.  with 
two  simulta 
neous  ses 

sions  led  by  Jane  Allison  of 
Hattiesburg  and  Dolores 
Taylor  of  Gainesville,  Fla. 

Allison  will  speak  on  the 


The  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries 

Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist 


MBC  update 


Convention 
Board  is  con- 
f  e  r  e  n  c  e 
sponsor. 

Woman's 
Missionary 
Union  of  the 
MBCB  will 
sponsor  a 
fellowship 
break. 


New  Orleans  Seminary 
alumni  luncheon,  1 2  noon, 
Tuesday,  Oct.  28.  First  Church, 
Jackson.  Chuck  Kelley,  speaker. 
Tickets  are  $9  per  person. 
Send  check  or  money  order 
payable  to  NOBTS  Alumni 
Association  to  ).  F.  Sumner,  |r., 
275  Watkins  Rd.,  Moselle,  MS 
39459.  Telephone:  (601)  752- 
6625.  Deadline  for  reservations 
extended  to  Oct.  20. 


Allison 


Lay  Missions  Conference 
will  feature  missionaries 


The  educational  missions 
group  will  hear  Joe  and  Teri 
Metts,  missionaries  to  the 
Dominican  Republic  where  he 
has  been  interim  director  of 
the  Dominican  Baptist 
Seminary  and  she  has  taught 
English  as  a  second  language 
and  served  as  mission  prayer 
coordinator. 

Mike  Rogers,  author  and 
president  of  Kingdom  Agenda 
Ministries,  will  be  featured  at 
the  3  p.m.  general  session. 

His  topic  will  be  that  of  the 
title  of  his  byok,  "The  Kingdom 
Agenda:  Experiencing  God  in 
Your  Workplace."  . 

The  banquet,  which  requires 
reservations,  begins  at  5  p.m., 
with  the  food  line  opening  at 
4:30  p.m. 

After  din¬ 
ner  speakers 
include 
Howell  W. 

Todd,  presi¬ 
dent  _  of 
Baptist  affili¬ 
ated  Missis¬ 
sippi  College 
in  Clinton. 

WorldCom 
founder  Bern¬ 
ard  Ebbers  of  Brookhaven, 
orginally  announced  as  one  of 
the  banquet  speakers,  will  be 
unable  to  attend . 

Banquet  tickets  are  $8  per 
person. 

For  more  information  and  to 
make  reservations  for  the  ban¬ 
quet,  contact  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
Brotherhood  Department  at 
(601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


K. 

Which  parent  is  to  blame  when 
a  child  of  divorce  goes  bad  —  the 
custodial  mother  or  the  nou-ats- 
todial  father? 


When  a  child  gin's  had,  l  here  are  powerful  entities 

there  can  be  many  reasons.  The  in  nature  that  gain  entry  into 
trauma  of  divorce  can  be  devas-  our  lives  and. bodies  when  we 
tating.  The  feeling  of  abandon-  sin.  It's  unfortunate  that  our 
ment  can  be  harsh,  and  the  modern  depictions  of  sin  do 
adjustment  can  be  difficult,  not  stress  this  fact.  Your  health 
However,  the  fact  remaihs  that  problems  are  the  natural  conse- 
your  child  has  made  personal  quence  of  sin.  You  can  view 
choices  as  to  how  he  will  live  his  your  problems  as  divine  pun- 
life.  That  holds  true  even  in  the  ishment,  but  in  reality  they  are 
best  of  family  situations.  Our  the  result  of  the  sin  nature 
sin  nature  is  constantly  at  work  against  which  every  one  of  us 
within  us.  Only  prayer  and  a  continually  struggles.  It's  true 
focused  relationship  with  lesus  that  God  can  remove  your  sin 
Christ  can  give  us  the  strength  consequences  if  he  decides  to 
we  need  to  withstand  tempta-  do  so,  but  it's  also  true  that  he 
tion.  Parents  do  a  disservice  to  can  help  you  adjust  to  your  sit- 
their  child  when  thev  accept  uation  and  learn  from  your 
responsibility  for  bad  behavior,  mistakes  in  order  to  become  a 
rather  than  allowing  the  child  to  more  obedient  servant.  The 
suffer  (and  understand)  the  con-  Apostle  Paul  was  given  a  simi- 
sequences  of  poor  choices.  Stop  lar  thorn  in  his  flesh,  but  he 
blaming  yourself  or  allowing  used  it  as  a  reminder  of  God's 
others  to  blame  vou  for  your  grace  in  the  midst  of  the  great 
child's  conduct.  Fray  for  for-  discouragements  in  his  min- 
giveness  where  you  nave  gone  istry  (2  Cor.  12:7-10).  Likewise, 
wrong,  and  for  the  strength  to  King  David  suffered  greatly 
be  a  Christian  witness  to  your  because  of  his  sins;  read  Psalm 
child.  Pray  constantly  for  your  51  to  understand  how  he  dealt 
child's  salvation.  with  the  consequences. 

Send  your  counseling  question*  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
laekson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis.  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


|oe  and  Teri  Metts 


renewal,  con- 1 
struction, 
e  d  u  c  a  t  i  o  n , 

Partnership 
Missions,  and 
Mission  Ser¬ 
vice  Corps. 

Two  of 
these  groups  1 
have  reported 
plans  for  their 
sessions;  the  agricultural  and  the 
educational  missions  groups. 


Johnston 


Todd 


tural  missions 
group  will  fea¬ 
ture  Vic  and 
Sharon 
Johnston,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to 
T  e  r  e  s  i  n  a  , 
Brazil,  where 
they  are 
involved  with 
the  state  Baptist 
camp  there. 


Johnston 
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Mississippians  to  staff  IMB  exhibit  at  MBC 


A  pair  of  Mississippi  mission¬ 
ary  couples  will  staff  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  exhibit  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC)  on 
Oct.  28-29  at  First  Church, 
Jackson. 

Alvis  K. 

(Ken)  Cooper 
and  his  wife 
Martha 
M  c  1 1  w  a  i  n 
Cooper,  along 
with  Thomas 
E.  (Tom) 

Hearon  Jr.  and 
his  wife 
Bonnie  Ernst  „ 

Hearon,  will  be  Cooper 

at  the  annual 

meeting  to  provide  information 
about  IMB  ministries  and  pro¬ 
grams  around  the  world. 

The  Coopers  are  currently 
serving  in 
Munich, 

Germany, 
where  Ken  is 
pastor  of  the 
English-lan¬ 
guage  Munich 
International 
Baptist 
Church  and 
Martha  is  a 
church /home  Cooper 

worker. 

The  Hearons  are  currently 
serving  in  Niteroi,  Brazil, 
where  Tom  is  a  student  evange- 


list  and  Bonnie  is  a 
church/home  worker. 

Ken  Cooper* was  born  in 
Saltillo.  He  holds  degrees  from 
Baptist-affiliated  Blue 

Mountain  College  in  Blue 
Mountain;  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in 
Oxford,  and 
New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Prior  to  his 
m  i  s  si  o  n  a  r  y 
service,  he 
pastored 
Calvary 
Church, 

Louisville; 

First  Church,  Hearon 

Potts  Camp; 

Oak  Hill 

Church,  Pontotoc;  and  West 
Corinth  Church,  Corinth. 

Martha  Cooper  was  born  in 
Starkville.  She  attended 

Northeast  _ 

Miss. 

Community 
College  in 
Booneville 
and  audited 
classes  as 
New  Orleans 
Seminary,  She 
served  as 

minister  of  _ _ _ 

youth  at  West  Hearon 

Corinth 

Church,  Corinth. 

The  Coopers,  who  have  two 
adult  children,  transferred  to 
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Germany  in  1994  from  the 
Middle  East  North  Africa 
region. 

Tom  Hearon  was  born  in 
New  Orleans  and  considers 
Jackson  his  hometown.  He 
holds  degrees  from  Baptist- 
affliated  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton  and  Southwestern 
Seminary'  in  Ft.  Worth. 

Prior  to  his  missionary  ser¬ 
vice,  he  was  Baptist  Student 
Union  (BSU)  director  at 
Baptist-affiliated  William 
Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg; 
minister  of  music  and  vouth  at 
Twin  Lakes  Church,  Jackson; 
Foreign  Mission  Board  jour¬ 


neyman  in  Argentina;  and 
Home  Mission  Board  summer 
missionary  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Bonnie  Hearon  was  bom  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas.  She  holds 
degrees  from  the  University  of 
Mary  Hardin-Bavlor  in  Texas, 
and  Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth*.  She  previously 
served  as  associate  BSU  direc¬ 
tor  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in 
Hattiesburg. 

The  Hearons,  who  have  two 
children  at  home,  transferred 
from  langauge  study  in 
Campinas,  Brazil,  to  their  cur¬ 
rent  assignment  in  Niteroi. 


MC  instructor  testifies 
before  Congress  panel 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A 
Mississippi  College  instructor's 
testimony  helped  prompt  legis¬ 
lation  that  has  been  introduced 
in  both  houses  of  Congress  to 
prevent  creditors  from  being 
able  to  seize  money  given  to 
churches  and  charities  by  people 
who  have  filed  for  bankruptcy. 

The  bills  are  designed  to 
counter  a  series  of  recent  rulings 
ordering  churches  to  surrender 
tithes  contributed  by  members 
who  later  filed  for  bankruptcy. 

The  Religious  Liberty  and 
Charitable  Donation  Protection 
Act  would  amend  federal  law  to: 

♦  prohibit  a  federal  bank¬ 
ruptcy  judge  from  forcing  a 
church  or  charity  to  return  past 
gifts  of  as  much  as  15%  of  the 
bankrupt  person’s  gross  income. 

It  would  protect  a  larger  per¬ 
centage  if  the  debtor  has 
demonstrated  a  pattern  of  con¬ 
tributing  more  than  1 5%. 

♦  allow  a  person  who  has 
filed  for  Chapter  13  bankruptcy 
to  include  tax-exempt  contribu¬ 
tions  of  as  much  as  15%  of  his 
gross  income  in  a  budget  for 
debt  repayment. 

The  law  now  permits  a  per¬ 
son  who  has  filed  for  bankrupt¬ 
cy  to  budget  moderately  for 
entertainment,  but  increasingly 
courts  have  ruled  a  debtor  may 
not  budget  money  for  a  tithe  to 
a  church,  because  such  giving 
does  not  provide  a  "reasonably 
equivalent  value." 

"This  is  an  obvious  assault  on 
the  freedom  of  religion,"  Sen. 
Charles  Grassley  (R.-lowa)  said 
from  the  Senate  floor  in  intro¬ 
ducing  the  bill  Oct.  1.  "Would 
our  founding  fathers  have  want¬ 
ed  a  federal  judge  to  tell  a  citizen 
that  he's  not  allowed  to  tithe  to 
his  church?  Obviously  not." 

Meanwhile,  a  growing  num¬ 
ber  of  churches  are  seeking  relief 
in  the  wake  of  the  Supreme 
Court's  June  opinion  striking 
down  the  Religious  Freedom 
Restoration  Act  (RFRA)  on  at 
least  the  state  and  local  levels. 

In  the  first  such  bankruptcy 
case  to  reach  a  federal  appeals 
court,  the  Eighth  Circuit  ruled  in 
1996  that  RFRA  protected  the 
Crystal  Evangelical  Free  Church 


of  Minneapolis 
from  having  to 
return  the  tithes  of  a 
member  w'ho  had 
filed  for  bankruptcy. 

After  its  RFRA 
decision,  however, 
the  Supreme  Court 
returned  the  case  to 
the  Eighth  Circuit 
for  rehearing. 

Churches  in 
Colo.,  Conn.,  Idaho, 

Kansas,  Ken.,  Ore., 
Pennsylvania,  and 
Texas  have  faced 
actions  by  federal 
bankruptcy  trustees  in  recent 
years,  according  to  the  Christian 
Legal  Society.  These  include  at 
least  three  Southern  Baptist 
churches. 

~  In  a  Sept.  22  hearing  before  a 
subcommittee  of  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee,  Stephen 
Goold,  pastor  of  Crystal 
Evangelical  Free  Church,  said 
the  church  has  spent  about 
$280,000  in  defending  itself. 

In  his  written  testimony, 
Goold  told  the  subcommittee  the 
current  trend  would  result  in 
"the  wholesale  deprivation  of 
the  rights  of  any  devout  religious 
believers  who  find  themselves  in 
bankruptev  and  could  in  manv 
cases  seriously  disrupt  the  bud¬ 
gets  and  programs  of  churches. 

Two  law  professdrs  and  a 
representative  from  the 
Christian  Legal  Society  en¬ 
dorsed  the  legislation. 

Todd  Zywicki,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  law  at  Baptist-affiliated 
Mississippi  College  School  of 
Law  in  Jackson,  said  in  written 
testimony,  "Focusing  on  the 
receipt  of  an  economic  benefit  in 
exchange  for  the  contribution 
ignores  the  fact  that  the  contribu¬ 
tions  are  animated  by  a  spirit  of 
religious  and  ethical  obligation. 

.  Indeed,  it  is  this  very 
absence  of  selfish  motives 
which  makes  the  contributions 
praiseworthy.  Although 

unquestionably  consistent  with 
the  bankruptcy  code,  the  cur¬ 
rent  approach  slights  these 
noble  impulses  and  sacrifices 
them  to  tne  parochial  interests 
of  the  bankruptcy  code." 


TESTIMONY  —  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Law  assistant 
professor  Todd  Zywicki  testifies 
Sept.  22  before  a  subcommittee 
of  the  Senate  judiciary 
Committee  on  Sept.  22  in 
Washington  D.  C.  (BR  special 
photo  by  Tom  Strode) 
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WCC  trustees  release  public  statement 


have  contributed-  to  our  present  pate  any  existing  scholarships 
dilemma.  The  trustees  insist  on  being  cut  for  students  at  WCC. 
those  persons  employed  by  the  We  are  taking  additional 
institution  being  persons  with  steps  to  restore  integrity  and 
the  highest  integrity.  We  have  a  morale  on  the  campuses.  We 
fine  faculty,  staff,  and  student  will  also  continue  to  take  action 
body.  We  want  to  commend  that  will  ensure  WCC  continues 
those  who  have  worked  tire-  to  operate  on  its  three  campus- 
lessly  to  resolve  this  situation.  es,  offering  a  quality  education 
Tne  announcement  by  the  to  its  students. 

U.S.  Attorney's  Office  and  the  Continue  to  pray  for  us  as 
settlement  reached  between  we  make  decisions  concerning 
WCC  and  DOE  does  not  in  any  WCC.  May  our  Father  continue 
way  reflect  on  the  remaining  to  bless  each  of  you,  along  with 
faculty,  staff,  and  student  body,  the  family  of  WCC. 

This  settlement  will  not  hinder  The  Board  of  Trustees  also 
nor  impair  our  daily  opera-  reaffirmed  the  decision  naming 
tions,  nor  our  future  relation-  Dr.  Larry  Kennedy  (as)  Chief 
ship  with  DOE.  We  are  eligible  Executive  Officer.  He  was 
to  apply  for  future  institutional  named  interim  President  in 
grants.  Students  will  be  able  to  June.  The  Board  also  named 
apply  for  and  continue  to  Academic  Vice-President  Dr. 
receive  government  grants  for  Cloyd  Ezell  as  Chief  Operating 
their  studies.  We  do  not  antici-  Officer. 


Oct.  6,  1997  Statement  U.S.  Attorney's  office  on  Sept. 

William  Carey  College  26  revealed  publicly  the  seri- 
Board  of  Trustees  ousness  of  the  situation  at 

Ben  Carlisle,  Chairman  WCC.  This  news  has  been  both 

disturbing  and  disruptive.  The 
he  trustees  of  William  trustees  want  to  thank  each  of 
?y  College  (WCC)  you  for  your  prayers,  patience, 
aunced  that  effective  Oct.  6,  and  understanding  as  we  have 
.  James  W.  Edwards  has  dealt  with  this  very  difficult 
resigned  as  Chancellor  and  situation. 

Chief  Executive  Officer.  WCC  is  an  institution  of 
V  This  action  follows  earli-  higher  learning,  affiliated  with 
\  er  action  that  had  and  supported  by  the 
\  placed  Edwards  on  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven- 
T\\  administrative  leave  tion.  We  are  committed  to  the 

highest  level  of  integrity,  honor, 
and  responsibility.  The  trustees 
have  moved  as  swiftly  as  possi¬ 
ble  to  restore  integrity  and 
morale  at  the  campuses  of 
WCC.  We  regret  that  these 
events  have  happened.  We 
regret  and  apologize  for  any 
action  or  inaction  which  mav 


?  1  on  Sept  17. 

C>  I  Cj  I  Both  of  the  above 
I  actions  follow  an 
announcement  by  the 
'1  J  U.S.  Attorney's  office 
I  that: 

•  /  "A  two-year  investiga- 
S  tion  by  the  (federal) 

*  Department  of  Education 
(DOE)  Inspector  General's  Office 
revealed  that  in  May  of  1994, 

James  W.  Edwards,  then  WCC 
President,  falsely  represented  on 
behalf  of  the  College  as  part  of  the 
College's  umit ten  federal  grant 
application,  that  the  College  s  aca¬ 
demic  programs  and  services  were 
annually  assessed  and  developed 
by  a  ‘Long  Range  Planning  ROANOKE,  Va.  (BP)  —  In  the  first  annual 
Committee’  which  created  a  'Long  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conservatives  of 
Range  Strategic  Plan'  which  was  Virginia,  (SBCV)  157  churches  were  approved  for 
updated  annually  'with  input  from  affiliation  with  the  newest  Southern  Baptist- 
all  segments  of  the  College  com-  related  state  convention. 

munity.'  The  written  representa-  A  total  of  108  churches  were  received  for 
tions  made  to  the  Government  by  "unique"  affiliation  and  an  additional  49  church- 
WCC  also  represented  that  the  es  were  received  under  "dual"  affiliation  during 
governance  of  the  College  included  the  SBC  meeting,  attended  by  462  voting  mes- 
a  'Management  and  Student  sengers  Sept.  29  at  Green  Ridge  Church, 
Information  Task  Force'  made  up  Roanoke. 

of  specified  members,  and  that  a  Thomas  Road  Church  in  Lynchburg,  pastored 
'Faculty  Development  Committee'  by  Jerry  Falwell,  was  among  the  108  churches 
with  named  members  had  dei’el-  approved  for  unique  affiliation,  which  means 
oped  a  strategy  for  faculty  develop-  that  a  SBCV  church  has  no  relationship  with  the 
ment  on  the  WCC  campuses.  older  Baptist  General  Association  of  Virginia 

“The  government’s  investiga-  (BGAV).  Dual  affiliation  signifies  that  a  church 
tion  revealed  that  all  such  repre-  has  relationships  with  ana  contributes  to  both 
sentations  were  false,  in  that  no  SBCV  and  the  BGAV. 

such  committees  or  task  forces  in  Resolutions  passed  during  the  SBCV  meeting 
fact  existed."  endorsed  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  boy- 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  upon  cott  of  The  Disney  Company;  declared  "it  is 
learning  of  the  DOE  investiga-  unscriptural  for  women  to  serve  as  pastors  or 
tion  two  years  ago,  ordered  an  deacons;"  and  voiced  "strong  opposition  to  reli- 
independent  investigation  of  gious  persecution"  across  the  world, 
the  Title  III  matter.  Upon  com-  Messengers  approved  an  SBCV  budget  for  the 
pletion  of  the  independent  coming  year  of  51 .66  million,  with  50%  to  be  sent 
study,  the  board  was  assured  to  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Cooperative 
that  the  accusations  were  over-  Program  missions  and  ministries  and  50%  to  be 
stated,  and  in  fact  were  a  "tern-  retained  for  SBCV  causes.  No  budget  items  are 
pest  in  a  teapot."  The  trustees  taken  out  prior  to  the  50-50  SBC-SBCV  alloca- 
accepted  the  study  and  its  find-  tion. 

ings  as  complete  and  accurate.  In  Cooperative  Program  receipts  for  its  1996- 
As  the  DOE  investigation  con-  97  vear,  SBCV  has  received  more  than  $1.8  mil- 
tinued  for  several  additional  lion,  compared  to  $688,418  in  1995-96. 
months,  concern  began  to  arise  In  addition  to  CP  monies,  in  the  first  11 
among  the  faculty,  staff, -and  months  of  the  fiscal  year  the  SBCV  had  received 
trustees.  $887,740  in  designated  gifts,  with  $561,918  for 

The  DOE  investigation  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  intema- 
revealed  that  faculty  and  staff  tional  missions  and  $238,873  for  the  Annie 
were  listed  as  having  served  on  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  North  American 
committees  which  never  exist-  missions. 

ed  at  WCC.  The  board  wants  to  In  missions  involvement,  SBCV  undertook  its 

emphasize  that  none  of  the  fac-  first  international  project  this  summer  by  send- 

ulty  and  staff  listed  in  the  DOE  inga  24-member  team  to  Romania. 

report,  as  having  served  on  Terry  Harper,  pastor  of  Colonial  Heights 

committees,  committed  any  Church,  was  re-elected  unanimously  to  a  second 

wrongdoing.  When  inter-  one-year  term  as  president  and  Kelly  Burris,  pas- 

viewed  by  the  investigator  for  tor  of  Kempsville  Church,  V  Beach,  was  similar- 

DOE,  these  persons  were  hon-  ly  re-elected  as  first  vice  president. 

est  and  forthright.  We  com-  SBCV  messengers  met  Sept.  16  of  last  year  in 

mend  then  for  their  action  and  Richmond  and  unanimously  declared  them- 


inia  Baptist  churches  to  begin 
aue'  or  'dual'  state  affiliations 


transition  committee  chaired  by  Burris  had 
worked  to  "study  the  implications  of  (that  deci¬ 
sion),  take  the  necessary  action  required  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  bring  a  report"  to  the  September  1997 
meeting. 

Among  recommendations  from  the  transition 
committee  and  the  SBCV  executive  committee 
approved  by  messengers: 

♦  hiring  of  a  missions  coordinator  to  inter¬ 
face  with  the  North  American  Mission  Board  in 
church  planting;  an  education  and  church  pro¬ 
grams  coordinator  to  interface  with  the  SBC 
Sunday  School  Board;  an  evangelism  assistant; 
and  an  administrative  assistant.  Until  now,  the 
new  convention  has  had  only  one  professional 
staff  member.  Executive  Director/Treasurer 
Doyle  Chauncey. 

♦  moving  SBCV  offices  from  Virginia  Beach 
to  the  more  central  Richmond  area. 

All  votes  at  the  meeting  were  either  unani¬ 
mous  or  nearly  so,  with  one  exception  which 
dealt  with  one  provision  of  the  new  constitution. 
As  a  fellowship,  SBCV  membership  has  been 
open  to  both  churches  and  individuals.  Forty- 
one  individuals  who  are  members  of  churches 
not  aligned  with  the  SBCV  had  donated  mone¬ 
tary  gifts  and,  under  the  previous  constitution, 
were  entitled  to  attend  annual  meetings  and 
vote.  The  new  constitution  would  not  permit  anv 
new  individual  affiliations  after  Sept.  29,  1997, 
and  provides  that  "individual  affiliation  shall 
expire  October  1,  2000." 

A  number  of  messengers  felt  because  existing 
individual  members  had  been  staunch  support¬ 
ers  when  the  SBCV  was  new  and  struggling, 
though  no  new  individual  affiliations  should  be 
permitted,  those  already  existing  should  contin¬ 
ue  uhtil  the  individual's  church  joined  the  SBCV, 
the  person  moved  membership  to  an  SBCV 
church  or  out  of  state  or  the  individual  went 
home  to  heaven. 

Opponents  cited  Baptist  practice  and  suggest¬ 
ed  in  the  New  Testament  only  churches  took 
actions.  After  thorough  discussion,  a  ballot  vote 
produced  235  in  favor  of  the  Oct.  1,  2000,  termi¬ 
nation  and  203  voted  in  favor  of  deleting  the  ter¬ 
mination  date. 

Otherwise,  other  proposed  changes  in  the 
SBCV  constitution  ana  bylaws  were  approved  to 
reflect  the  change  of  the  SBCV  to  a  convention 
from  a  fellowship.  In  a  report  from  the  transition 
committee,  messengers  also  were  informed  that 
the  SBCV  now  has  in  place  operating  agreements 
with  appropriate  SBC  entities. 


The  Baitist  Record 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  htdar  whispefed  un  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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Annual  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ministers’  Wives 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
Monday,  October  27,  1997 
1:00-4:30  p.m. 


•  Inspiration,  Fellowship,  Personal  Growth,  Information,  and 
Support  for  the  Minister’s  Wife! 

•  There  is  no  cost  for  this  conference. 

Child  care  will  be  available  for  preschoolers  on  a  limited  basis 

Program  Personnel 


Jane  Allison 


Dolores  Taylor 


For  more  information,  contact  the  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800  in  Jackson 


(cut  along  dotted  line) 

Registration  Form 

Complete  the  registration  form  and  return  to  Julius  C.  Thompson,  Church  Administration 
~  Pastoral  Ministries  Department.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205-053t)r 


Home  Phone  No 


Name 


Association 


Church 


Home  Address 


Husband’s  Position _ 

Names  and  birth  dates  of  children  you  will  bring 


City 


1995  State  Singles  Retreat 

“Celebrating  the  Single's  Journeg” 

Hay  25-25 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


Mississippi  Baptist 
haplains  Association 

Annual  Fall  Banquet 

Tuesday,  October  28,  1 997 
Baptist  Building  -  Skyroom 
4:45  p.m. 


Conference  Highlights 

Saturday,  May  23 

Kick-off  rally  at  4  p.m.  featuring  a  Christian  band 
leading  in  worship  with  praise  and  contemporary  music 

Special  Conferences: 

“ When  God  Speaks  ” 

“ Living  In  the  Spirit ” 

“ Journey  to  One”  written  and  led  by  Gwen  Williams, 
a  single  from  New  Orleans  (known  as  Ms.  Chocolate) 

“ The  Joyful  Journey”  (humor) 

Much  more,  including: 

Sunday  morning  -  Vision  (a  drama  team),  Biloxi 
Sunday  journeys  and  activities 
Sunday  evening  concert  by  Kindred  Heart 
Free  T-shirts  if  registered  by  May  1 
Seafood  banquet 
New  Sunday  adventures 

Flake  plains  now  to  attend! 


Joe  Bob  Mizzell  JfisjBW 

Alabama  Baptist  State  Convention 
Assistant  to  the  executive  secretary 
and  director  of  Christian  Life,  Public  Affairs  and  Chaplaincy 


Cathy  Taylor,  support  staff  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
MBCB,  and  a  member  of  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
where  her  husband  is  pastor 


For  more  information  or  to  make  reservations,  contact  Elaine  Smith, 
Missions  Extension  and  Associational  Administration  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at  601/968-3800  or  toll-free  at 

800/748-1651. 


Mississippi  College  •  Clinton 

December  29-30,  1997 


FOR  GfiS  AND  flCTEENS 


November  15 
1 1  a.m.-3:30  p.m 


January  24 
3  p.m. -7  p.m 


February  2 1 
1 1  a.m.-3  p.m 


Missionaries  •  Basketball  •  Testimonies 
Cheerleaders  •  Music 


Lu  ty- 
1U 


( Includes :  basketball  game,  meal,  program  and  limited  insurance) 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
WMU  Department  at  800/748-1651 
968-3800  in  Jackson. 


IN  OONCEfJ  •  MeU*?  •  74S  f. 


liU\  («  m  co+X*<A  ll*.  Eva 

Mm  a  i-m-w-nsi  ~  ks-moo 


•X.  > 


Queen  s  Court 

Camp  Garaywa  November  14-15,  1997 

Friday  5  p.ni.  -  Saturday  Lunch 

For  Acteens  Involved  in  StudiAct 
( Queen  Level  and  Above) 

$23  per  person 

(includes  meals,  lodging,  crafts  and  limited  insurance) 

What  to  Bring:  sheets  or  sleeping  bag,  pillowcases,  towels, 
casual  clothes,  comfortable  shoes,  Bible, 
paper  and  pencil,  personal  items 

Registration  Deadline:  Friday ,  November  7,  1997 


Church 


Association 


Address 
City _ 


Zip 


Daytime  Phone 


Person  sending  in  registration _ 

Number  of  people _ x  $23  per  person  =  $ 


Make  checks  payable  to  WMU 
Mail  to:  WMU  -  Queen’s  Court 
P  O  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


1998  Mississippi  Baptist  All-State 
Youth  Choir  Auditions  * 

‘f 

October  '97  Choral  Auditions 


23rd 

5-8  p.m. 

Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Church, 

Columbus 

25th 

9  a. ni.-l  p.m. 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo 

Nmein 

her  '97  Choral  Auditions 

1st 

9  a. m. -noun 

Baptist  Building.  Jackson 

3rd 

5-8  p.m. 

Clarksdale  Baptist  Church,  Clarksdale 

8th 

10  a. m. -noon 

First  Baptist  Church,  Ocean  Springs 

15th 

12-2  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Summit 

17th 

5-8  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 

November  '97 

Choral  ami  Orchestral  Auditions 

20th 

5-8  p.m. 

Thomas  Fine  Arts  Building 

W  illiam  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 

21st 

5-8  p.m. 

Alta  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

22nd 

12-4  p.m. 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 

<  Mo  C=4m  0 ... 


'Uliroucjfi 
l  sjath  & x  i  ci  u£  i 
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nt  Ministries 


Awareness  conference  ^ 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
October  24-25,  1997 

Enjoy  an  overnight  retreat  of  spiritual  refreshment  as  you  learn 
about  ministering  to  women  in  your  church  and 
equipping  them  for  service.  Learn  about  new  ministries 
God  is  doing,  led  by  national  and  state  leaders  in 
Women ’s  Ministries. 


(includes  lunch,  program 
materials,  and  insurance) 

For  more  information  and  a  registration  form,  contact 
Edna  M.  Ellison,  WMU  at  800/748-1651  or  601/968-3800. 


Church 


-  WhM  To  mere 

_ Phone 


Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


Contact  Person 


Phone 


Number  ol  people 


x  cost  per  person  =  $ 


Make  checks  payable  to  WMU 
Mail  to:  WEM  Awareness  Conference 
P  O  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


November  ’97  Choral  Auditions  Continued 
24th  5-8  p.m.  Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Natchez 


1998  Rehearsal  Camp  and  Tour 
June  15-23,1998 

Rehearsal  Camp  at  William  Carey  College 

l»r”i'lcr  llirou^li  tllr  C.limcli  Music  I ><  |t.n  lim  iil  |\\<i  tu  rk-  |n  ii*r  lo  itllililioit. 


•  ATTENTION  MINISTERS  OF  MUSIC  • 

Please  encourage  all  interested  youth  to  attend  one  ol  these 
auditions.  The  experience  will  he  a  wonderful  opportunity 
for  them  to  grow  musically,  as  well  as  spiritually,  by 
learning  to  lead  others  to  Christ  through  song. 


(NOTE:  ALL  instrumentalists  will  be  expected  to  audition  vocally.) 


October  1 7-30,  1997 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


.A  call  to  prayer  for  rcCMtl  ant  spiritual  awakening 

'For  years  Christians  ha\’e  know’n  that  ex’ery  yrcat  aw’akcniny  is  born  in  a  remnant  committed  to  prayer. 
Countless  books  call  people  to  pray  an i1  emphasize  the  importance  C}ot  places  on  - His  peoples  praying. ..if  prayer 
is  so  important,  w’liy  to  most  Christians  ant  churches  to  so  little  of  w'hat  Cjot  teems  essential? 

-'O'.  Marry  'Thompson.  'Founter  of  the  "Watchman  "Prayer  i 'Ministry 


Pray  for  Mississippi  missionaries 
|ohn  and  Kathy  Vaughn  in 
Brazil  in  their  efforts  to  establish 
a  new  congregation  in  the  Santa 
Corona  neighborhood.  Also 
pray  that  God  will  send  a 
Brazilian  professional  who  is 
Baptist  to  their  city  who  could 
help  them  reach  out  to  the 
upper  class. 


For  GA  Mother/Daughter 
Overnight;  Camp  Garaywa, 
sponsored  by  the  WMU. 

For  State  Church  Media  Library 
Conference,  FBC,  Clinton, 
sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Broadcast  Services. 

For  the  Interfaith  Witness 
Associates  Training  Conference; 
Southside  BC,  Jackson,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Evangelism 
Department. 


Pray  that  Christian  workers 
will  be  able  to  communicate 
clearly  the  truth  of  who  God  is 
and  what  He  has  done  in  the 
heart  language  of  the  various 
people  groups  of  Vietnam 


Pray  for  the  Singapore  Baptist 
Convention  as  they  seek  for  a 
new  Executive  Director  to 
replace  Rev.  )ohn  Cheng,  who 
is  retiring  soon. 


Pray  for  a  young  man  who  has 
heard  the  Good  News  over 
the  radio  in  the  Middle  East 
and  North  Africa  and  has 
taken  some  correspondence 
courses.  He  is  now  a  believer 
and  reads  his  New  Testament 
regularly  for  guidance.  S 


The  population  of  Laos  is  65% 
Buddhist  and  35%  Animist. 
Pray  for  God's  power  to  reign 
supreme  over  these  demonic 
strongholds. 


For  Youth  Minister  Workshop, 
Lake  Tiak  O'Khata,  Louisville, 
sponsored  by  Church 
Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries. 

Pray  for  all  the-  preparations 
Ireing  mark1  for  a  prayer  walk 
in  Niger  November  7-15. 


For  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  Executive 
Committee  Meeting,  Baptist 
Building.  For  State  Quartet/ 
Ensemble  Festival,  FBC,  Tupelo, 
sponsored  by  Church  Music 
Department.  For  Chaplaincy 
Training,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  s|»nsored  by 
Missions  Extension  and  Asso. 
Admin.  Department. 


Poverty  Awareness  Day 
(Christian  Action  Commission 
Emphasis).  There  is  no  substi¬ 
tute  for  Christian  involvement 
in  ministries  of  hunger  and 
relief.  Pray  that  we  will  not 
just  seek  to  feed  the  poor  hut 
also  work  to  treat  the  causes  of 
their  |x>verty. 


A  group  of  young  professionals 
in  the  capital  city  of  Jakarta  are 
studying  the  Indonesian  version 
of  Experiencing  God.  Pray  for 
them  as  they  seek  to  apply  the 
things  they  are  learning  in  their 
daily  relationships,  especially  as 
tJtey  interact  with  non-Christians 
in  the  work  place. 


For  Bivo  Ministers/Ministers 
Wives  Breakfast,  Baptist 
Building,  sponsored  by 
Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries,  and  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  Meeting,  Baptist 
Building. 


For  Chaplains  Banquet,  Baptist 
Building,  sponsored  by 
Missions  Extension  and 
Associational  Administration, 
and  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  (28-J9),  FBC, 
Jackson. 


Pray  for  St.  George's  Baptist 
Church  as  they  face  the 
resignation  of  their  pastor. 
This  is  a  serious  blow  to  the 
work  of  Grenada  Baptists, 
Winward  Islands,  as  this  was 
the  island's  only  full-time 
pastor. 


For  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  Meeting, 
Baptist  Building;  Ministers 
Wives  Conference,  FBC, 
Jackson,  sponsored  by  Church 
Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries;  and  Lay  Missions 
Conference,  FBC,  Jackson, 
sponsored  by  Witness  Team. 


Furnishings  for  one  guest  room. 
Thirty  guest  rooms  will  be  built 


A  church,  group,  or  individual  may  give  specified 
amounts  of  money  to  be  used  to  make  major  purchases 
for  Patterson  Place.  A  plaque  will  designate  each  of 
these  special  gifts.  They  may  be  given  in  memory  of  a 
person  or  group.  They  may  lx*  given  to  honor  some¬ 
one  still  living. 


Piano 


Built-in  audio-visual  system 


Lower  lobby  furniture  grouping 


e  the  mone\ 


Upper  lobby  furniture  grouping 


Office  equipment,  including 
computer  and  printer . 


Screened  porch 


Furniture  for  meeting  room 


money 


A  guest  room  and  its  furnishings 
Thirty  guest  rooms  will  be  built. 


October  16, 1997 


The  Baptist  Record 


Homecomings 


Chunky,  Chunky:  Oct  19; 
32nd  annual  homecoming; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship  service,  10:  45  a.m.;  lunch 
in  family  life  building,  noon; 
1:30  p.m.  program  featuring 
the  Ridgeways;  Woodrow 
Clark,  Clinton,  former  pastor, 
guest  speaker;  Wayne 
Campbell,  pastor. 

Zion  Hill  (Copiah):  Oct.  26;. 
services,  10:45  a.m.  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dinner  in  fellowship 
hall;  Daryl  Oster,  pastor;  Mark 


Hamilton,  music  director. 

Jayess,  Jayess:  Oct.  19; 
Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.;  lunch  at  noon; 
singing  will  begin  at  1:30  p.m. 
featuring  the  Graves  Sisters; 
Eddie  Bates,  former  pastor, 
speaker;  Lonnie  Case,  pastor. 

Gooden  Lake,  Belzoni:  Oct. 
19;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m..  Buddy 

Hampton  of  Eunice,  La.,  for¬ 
merly  of  Silver  City,  speaker; 


noon  meal  in  fellowship  hall; 
1:30  p.m.  service;  evening  song 
service  will  be  The  Gospel 
Messengers  of  Florence. 

Mt.  Carmel,  Edinburg:  Oct. 
19;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal; 
afternoon  singing  featuring 
Sunrise;  James  rancher,  former 
pastor,  speaker;  Evelyn  Dodds, 
music;  Keith  Fulton,  pastor. 

First,  Oloh,  Sumrall:  Oct.  19; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 


New  from 

Don  Moon. 


■  ■ 


HOSANNA! 

MUSIC® 


ship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  in 
fellowship  hall;  Scotty  Smith, 
guest  speaker;  Rick  Carter, 
Hattiesburg,  music;  Jipper 
Williford,  pastor. 

First,  Nicholson:  Oct.  26; 
services,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  a 
covered  dish  lunch  and  after¬ 
noon  singing;  William  Oakley, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker; 
Johnny  Dossett,  music;  Danny 
Nance,  pastor. 

McDonald  (Leake):  Nov.  2; 
9:30  a.m.,  registration,  fellow¬ 
ship;  11  a.m.  service;  noon 
meal;  1  p.m.  singing  featuring 
Howards. 


Revival  Dates 


I  noising  on  the  Lord. 
Unleashing  purit\  in  praise. 
I  xperiencing  God. 


“We  often  sing  aBtffixJie  showers  ot 
blessings.. .this  reettramg  can  onl\  he 
described  as  N'iagaraCjmjb." 

Kim  Soblitt,  Music  I’ad I 
I  irsl  /><(/>/;>/  (  liurritwamMlMEJinilBkl  l 


Calvary,  Braxton:  Nov.  2-5; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  followed  by 
covered  dish  lunch,  and  1  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tommv 
Mitchell,  Pearl,  evangelist;  Bob 
Harris  music;  Jimmie  C.  Wood, 
pastor. 

Shiloh  (Lafayette):  Oct.  19- 
22;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  Mike  Spradlin,  president, 
Mid-America  Seminary,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Mike  Morton,  music; 
Ronnie  Mayes,  interim  pastor. 

Hepzibah  (Lawrence):  Nov. 
2-5;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  followed 
by  dinner,  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.  7  p.m.;  Gary  Jackson, 
West  Point,  evangelist;  Ernest 
Ryals,  Hepziban  Church, 
music;  Paul  Wilboum,  pastor. 

Trinity,  Pearl:  Oct.  19-22; 
Sunday  ,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Charles 
Burnham,  Magee,  evangelist; 
Steve  Walker,  Pinola,  music; 
Kenny  Goff,  pastor. 

Mt.  Nebo  (Newton):  Oct.  26- 
30;  Sunday,  11:00  a.m.  and  6:00 
p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Bill 
Freeman  and  Shane  Freeman, 
evangelists;  Kenny  Pogue,  music. 

Glade,  Laurel:  Nov.  2-5; 
Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  noon  services  and  7 

f).m.;  Fred  Williams,  evangelist; 
immy  Guthrie,  music. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  ot  | 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The- solution  is  | 
a  15-passenger  van  with 
an  aisle,  raised  root  & 
electric  step 
Call  Tn-State  Vim  &  Bus  Today!  1-800-330-3622 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


First,  Nicholson:  Oct.  26-29; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  covered  dish 
lunch,  and  afternoon  singing; 
Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  William 
Oakley,  former  pastor,  evange¬ 
list;  Johnny  Dossett,  music; 
Danny  Nance,  pastor. 

Learned,  Learned:  Oct.  23-25; 
7  p.m.  James  W.  Buie,  Westview 
Cnurch,  Jackson,  chalk  artist, 
preaching;  Sam  Mason,  music; 
community  supper,  5:30  p.m., 
Saturday;  Sam  Mason,  pastor. 

Trinity,  Pearl:  Oct.  19-22; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Charles  Ray 
Burnham,  Mendenhall,  evange¬ 
list;  Steve  Walker,  Pinola, 
music;  Kenny  Goff,  pastor. 


Blythe  Creek 
sets  120th 
anniversary 

Blythe  Creek,  Mathiston: 

120th  anniversary.  Oct.  19; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  followed  by  a 
gospel  singing  featuring  the 
Gospelaires  Quartet  of 
Pontotoc;  Danny  Irvin,  pastor. 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Revival 

results 

Midway,  Moss  Point:  Sept. 
8-14;  six  professions  of  faith; 
Don  Berger,  Hattiesburg,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Ralph  Young,  pastor. 

Handsboro,  Gulfport:  Sept. 
21-24;  17  professions  of  faith; 
Larry  Taylor,  evangelist;  Gerald 
and  Cindy  Simmons,  music; 
Gregg  Thomas,  pastor. 


New  Zion  Church,  Crystal  Springs, 
licensed  Shaun  Selman  to  the  ministry  dur¬ 
ing  a  morning  service  in  August.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Pat  Bufkin,  interim  pastor,  and 
Selman,  who  is  currently  minister  of  youth. 


Macedonia  Church,  Meridian,  held  a 
Leader  Appreciation  Day  on  Aug.  24  to 
honor  its  leaders  and  give  special  recogni¬ 
tion  to  Sibyl  Harrison  (left)  for  50  plus  years 
of  service  as  secretary  of  the  Sunday  School, 
and  Stella  Allen  (right)  for  45  years  as  a 
teacher  in  Sunday  School.  Also  pictured  is 
lason  Gross,  pastor. 


Pittsboro  Church,  Pittsboro,  ordained 
Rick  Griffin  to  the  ministry.  Buford  Usry, 
interim  pastor;  Jeff  Howell,  Second  Church, 
Calhoun  City;  Ira  Alley,  Macedonia  Church, 
Calhoun  City;  and  Billy  Credille,  Old  Town 
Church,  Bruce,  were  in  charge  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.  'Special  music  was  provided  by 
Griffin's  children,  Charlotte  Alton,  and  Liz.  A 
reception  was  held  following  the  ordination. 


First  Church,  Poplarville,  ordained  Rich 

Smith  to  the  ministry  in  a _ 

special  sen  ice  on  July  20. 1  1 

Smith  is  a  recent  graduate  | 

of  New  Orleans  Seminary.  ^  I 

He  is  sending  as  minister  ^  W  I 
of  youth  at  Juniper  Grove  >  X*  1 

Church,  Poplarville.  Bob  r  I 

Rogers,  pastor  of  First  , 

Church,  preached  the 

ordination  sermon.  Ray 

Spence,  pastor  of  Juniper 

Grove  Church,  read  scrip-  Smith 

ture  and  prayer. 


cs 

Jn  icsr  W 


■  > 


Smith 


New  Hope  Church,  Pontotoc,  recently 
ordained  three  new  deacons.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Winston  Ross,  pastor;  Mike  Harville; 
James  Grisham,  and  Gary  Browning. 


1|  Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal. 

I  Gene  Henderson  is  pastor. 

-v J>  |  Clifton  Smith  has  recently 
resigned  as  minister  of 
.1  youth/education  at  First 
Church,  Richton.  He  has 
Jljfl  accepted  a  new  position  as 
minister  of  vouth/education  at 
Mullins  Station  Church, 
Holland  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Clarksdale 
from  Atoka, 

Okla.,  where 
he  served  as 
pastor  of  First  j 
Church  since  i 
1992.  He  also  j 
previously) 
served  as  j 
minister  oD 
vouth/assis- 
tant  minister 
of  music  at  Second  Avenue 
Church,  Laurel. 


Clay  Chancelor  has  resigned  studying  through  the  Seminary 
his  position  as  staff  evange-  Extension, 
list/associate  pastor  of  Bethany 

Church,  Center  Terrace  Church, 

and  Canton,  called  Scott 

is  non  in  toll-  Griffin  of  Mit  omhas  111111140 

time  evange-  r  of  music  and  youth  effective 

i  s  m  .  ®  **  1  Sept.  14.  Griffin  is  a  student  at 

Zhancelor  is.  a  Mississippi  College.  He  previ- 

zraduate  of!  J  ;1  ously  pastured  at  Pheba. 


Rob  Robbins  has  recently 
t>een  called  as  full-time  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  in  music/education 
at  First  Church,  Byram.  He  has 
Calvary  Church,  Oak  Grove  served  on  staff  part-time  for  a 
Community,  Hattiesburg,  has  year  at  Bvram  and  previously 
called  Joey  Wyatt  as  its  new  was  pastor  at  Lexie  Church, 
minister  of  music,  replacing  Tylertown,  and  minister  of 
Richard  Davis,  who  remains  at  music  at  Hernando  and 
the  church  in  other  capacities.  Monticello  churches. 

Wvatt  previously  served 

Military  Church  near  Purvis,  in  Oakhurst  Church, 

a  similar  position.  Calvars  Clarksdale,  has  called  Jeffrey 
Church  has  also  called  a  former  H.  Holland  as  pastor  effective 

pastor,  Doug  Benedict,  w  ho  Sept.  28.  Holland  goes  to  previous  place  of  service  wa 
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College  and 
Southwestern  | 

Seminary.  He 
mav  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  P.O 
Box  297,  Stonewall,  MS  39363 
or  phone  (601)  659-7885. 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  - 100%  FINANCING 

•sunrooms  LOWEST  PRICES 

•  ROOM  ADDITION  ryV  aslowas 

•  deck-roof  r 

•  KITCHEN  SEN|QR  |  I  3|| 

•  CARPORT  CITIZENS  I - 1  Per  Mo. 


Chancelor 


►  CARPORT  CITIZENS1  1  Per  Mo. 

DISCOUNT 

TOLL  FREE  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


New  Elbethel  C 
Lafayette  Countv,  has 
Ronald  C. 
lenkins  Jr.  as 

pastor.  He 
p  re  v  i  o  u  s  I  y 
served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  | 

H  o  p  e  vv  ell 
Church, 

Y  a  I  o  b  u  s  h  a 
Association. 

Jenkins  is 
presently 


RATE- 
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DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS  Netxled  io>  SECRETARY-FINANCIAL  position.  A/C.  Bus  Can  lx- viewed  at  First  Bajftist  Washington  El  Paso,  New  Orleans, 
new  assoc  latton  in  mid-delta  pi  Send  Resumes  or  call  8:30-5:30  M-F.  Church,  Greenwood,  MS.  Call  411-  Philadelphia.  Package  includes  most 
Mississippi.  "Resumes  are  l>emg  act  eprtjft"-  Dixie  Baptist  C  hurt b,  III  Dixie  '3U75for  information  or  tojrwke  offer,  meals,  housing.  For.  cost,  information,  call 
until  Dec  embci  II.  I MT  IV  .pin  skills  Church  Road  Hattiesburg  MS  CHEVROLET  BUS  60  “  Passenger.  Youth  on  Mission  800-299-0385. 
and  sell  -.tailing  a  iriust.  This  association  19401 .  (f*Ot )  58  1-9  192.  198t  auto  ac  (  Yuan  5  KVV  Gen  52K  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 

will  <  (insist  ot  40  churches  and  missions  CHURCH  BUS:  Ford  ihurih  bus.  miles  $1,200.  (228)  804-3030.  steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA. 

Please  respond  to:  Chairman.  DOM  2't  passenger  50k  miles;  $12,500,  Contact  YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games!  1  -800-8304)583. 

Search  C  ommittee,  2172-Hiwav  448  FBC,  Booneville,  MS  (601 )  728-6272.  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  FOR  YOUR  MINISTRY  EVENTS  - 

Skene,  MS  187 10.  PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  Outdoors.  (601 )  722-9000.  Children  through  Senior  Adults, 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  THE  POSITION  oi  church  groups  From  $59.95  per  day/  PEWS  FOR  SALE:  23  yr.  old  but  in  good  Women's  Ministries,  Men's  Ministries, 
Associational  Missionary  for  the  Genesee  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat,  condition.  Seats  soft  teal  green  fabric.  Seminars,  Retreats,  Concerts,  Clowning, 
Baptist  Association  Flint,  Michigan  may  be  Occasionally  tor  sale:  quality  used  backs  dark  oak  stain,  ends  and  rear  paint-  Christian  Illusions,  etc...  Contact  “By 
mailed  to  Chairman,  Roy  C.  Adams  1 0T  .58  vans.  Auto  is  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  ed  off-white.  $75/pew.  Available  |an-Feb  Faith  Ministries  -  1-888-810-6409. 

S.  State  Rd  ,  Goodrith,  Ml  48418.  Include  (601)  948-3391 .  Since  1965.  1998.  Contact  Lawndale  Presbyterian  CHOIRS!  Learn  to  sing  music  sue - 

>!  Church  at  1500  Lawndale  Dr.,  Tupelo,  cessfully  at  first  sight!  (800)  484- 

8280  #2783. 

CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  NOTCH  ESTATES  -  BRANSON,  MO. 

pulpit/judicial  robes,  paramenls.  MURPHY  Condo,  1  mile  west  of  Silver  Dollar  City, 

ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles  2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights.  4th 

McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer,  free:  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free  continen- 

,,  FOR  SALE:  Champion  Church  Bus.  Statewide  1 -80(b898-MACS.  tal  breakfast.  $95  daily.  (SPECIAL  OFFER) 

Repair.  1989  Model.  38  passenger.  7.3  Liter  SBC  YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED:  Spring/  Golden  Anniversaries  -  4  niRhts  at  $95,  2 

International  Navistar  Diesel  Engine,  Summer  missions  -  Atlanta,  Baltimore,  free  nights  plus  gift.  Other  specials 

or  1-800- 168-2705. CHURCH  Automatic  Transmission,  Front  and  Rear  Branson,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  Dallas.  Denver,  available.  (601 )  746-4632. 


Jenkins 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


♦  Cushions  ★  Baptistries 

*  Steeples  *  Renovation 

♦  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


cover  with  resume.  Nominations  will  lie  CHURCH  BUSES!  CHURCH  BUSES! 
received  through  December  I,  1997.  Blue  Bird,  Turtle  Top,  World  Trans/new  MS  38801.  (6011  844-6795 

ACCEPTING  RESUMES:  Full-time  Youth/  and  c 
Children's  Director.  Will  consider  Bi-  able!  V 
Vocational  person.  Send  to:  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Hosey 
Church,  2151  Mt.  Zion  Rd..Osyka,  MS  19657. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design.  Fabrication 
MURPHY  ROBL  SALES.  Call  (601)  48.1 
7958 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 
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Eastside  Church, 
Pearl,  will  sponsor  a 
Lay  Renewal  weekend 
on  Oct.  17-19.  For  more 
information,  call  the 
church  office  at  (601) 
939-2433. 


Scott  Mangum  (above)  of 
Glade  is  this  year's  recipient  of 
the  John  L.  Sumner  Scholarship 
awarded  bv  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  (B$U)  at  Jones  Junior 
College  in  honor  of  John  L. 
Sumner,  retired  director  of  the 
BSU  at  Jones.  Pictured  left  to 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  Steeples,  lighting. 


Check 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 
Buy! 


CALL  —  /fr&xM&cpi  2W  Soled.  —  TODAY 
4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 
501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 


Check  our  prices-we'H  Sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 


Baptist  College  News 


Just  for  the  Record 


Faith,  Silver  Creek,  held  note  burning  services  for  the  pastorium 
on  Aug.  31.  Pictured  are  (left  to  right)  Luke  Cliburn,  Larry 
Henderson,  Billy  Dale  Sills,  and  John  L.  (ones,  pastor. 


C  h  U  rc  h  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Preaching  from  Ecclesiastes 

will  be  held  Oct.  20-24  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS). 
Teachers  for  the  academic 
workshop  are  Rick  W. 
Byargeon,  associate  professor 


/fn£<Z4t&<z&  ‘Soco,  S<zte& 

Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


resources  for  the  college.  Cloyd 
Ezell  ,  a  native  of  Union, 
assumes  the  position  of  vice 
president  of  Academic  Affairs. 
B.  J.  Martin,  professor  and 
chair,  department  of  biological 
sciences  was  appointed  Dean  of 
the  School  of  Arts,  Humanities 
and  Sciences,  the  position 
vacated  by  Ezell's  promotion. 


Thirty-six  William  Carey  College  (WCC)  students  and  Tim  Gla.e, 

director,  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU),  will  participate  in  a  mission 
trip  Oct.  30-Nov.  8  in  Galeana,  Mexico.  The  BSU  is  working  with  A 
Mission  of  Love,  a  non-denominational,  multicultural  ministry 
founded  by  Bobby  Shurden  of  Petal.  Students  will  clean  and  paint 
an  orphanage,  provide  a  children's  ministry,  distribute  food,  and 
assist  with  medical  care.  Pictured  are  two  members  of  the  WCC 
BSU,  Rebecca  Arthur,  of  Columbia;  and  Bill  McMullan,  of 
Hattiesburg,  contacting  students  participating  in  the  Mexico  Mission 
of  Love  trip.  Contact  Glaze  at  (601 )  582-6386  for  more  information. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care,  _ _ _ 


Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, _ 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  Marketing 

□  Medicare  Supplement  p o  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

u8w  RatSd  over  waitins  periods-  1-800-463-4348 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50%  1— ——————————— 

dmgs!SCriptlon  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 
age  65 


Fifteenth  Avenue  Church,  Meridian,  recently  held  its  GA 
Recognition  Service.  Receiving  awards  (pictured  from  left)  front  row, 
are  Stephanie  Travis,  Jessica  Williams,  and  Allison  Blaine;  second 
row,  Anna  Kathryn  Koch,  Emily  Goldman,  Elya  Lamphere,  Kelsi 
Knight,  and  Nickie  Huffman;  third  row,  Baleigh  Barham  and  Blaine 
Barham.  GA  leaders  are  Sharon  Barham,  Kathy  Sinclair,  Kristi 
Watkins,  Julie  Blaine,  and  Mev  Knight. 

right  are  John  L.  Sumner, 
Mangum,  and  Allan 
Nix,  Jones  County  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions. 


of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament 
at  NOBTS,  and  John  Talbert, 
pastor  of  First  Southern  Baptist 
Church  in  Northglenn,  Colo. 
Cost  is  $99  if  taken  for 
Continuing  Education  Units.  To 
register,  contact  the  Office  of 
Continuing  Education,  3939 
Gentilly  Blvd.,  New  Orleans 


LA  70126,  or  by  phone  at  (504) 
282-4455  or  (8d0)  662-8701,  ext. 
3260,  by  fax  (504)  286-3573. 

Harmony  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  will  host  a  Hallelujah 
Festival  on  Nov.  1,  noon-4  p.m. 
For  more  information,  call  Brad 
at  (601)892-1121. 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen 


2"  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
assenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
ver  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
►  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 


SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 
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Explore  the  Bible 

Obeying  God's  call 

Genesis  12:1-9 


By  Jason  Bird 


With  the  introduction  of 
Abram,  the  Genesis  narrative 
begins  a  new  emphasis. 

Formerly,  the  emphasis  has 
been  mans  rebellion  against 
God.  Now  the  focus  shifts  to 
how  God  would  make  those 
who  remain  faithful  to  him  a 
part  of  his  redemptive  plan  for 
mankind.  Gods  purpose  in 
choosing  Abram  and  his 
descendents  was  to  bless  all 
nations  through  them.  Abram's 
life  is  a  reminder  that  God  uses 
weak  and  imperfect  vessels  to 
accomplish  his  purposes. 

The  Call  From  God  (12:1-3). 
God  called  Abram  to  take  a 
giant  step  of  faith.  First,  God 


asked  Abram  to  leave 
his  homeland.  Abram 
had  roots  in  Ur.  To 
leave  that  land  would 
mean  to  leave  all  that 
was  familiar  and  close  to  his 
heart.  Not  only  did  God  call 
Abram  to  leave,  but  he  also  told 
him  to  go  to  the  place  that  he 
would  show  him.  Notice  that 
God  did  not  give  a  specific  des¬ 
tination  or  a  road  map.  With  the 
details  deliberately  omitted, 
God's  call  required  that  Abram 
trust  him  for  every  step  of  the 
journey.  Likewise,  when  God 
calls  believers  today  to  be  obedi¬ 
ent,  he  does  not  necessarily  eive 
all  of  the  details.  A  faithful  cnild 
of  God  learns  to  trust  God  each 
step  of  the  way,  even  if  he  does 


not  know  the  ultimate 
outcome  of  the  journey. 

Six  promises  accompa¬ 
nied  God's  call  to  Abram: 
1)  Abram's  descendants 
would  become  a  great 
nation;  2)  God  would 
bless  Abram;  3)  Abram's 
name  would  be  great;  4) 
he  would  be  a  blessing  to 
others,  5)  God  would  bless 
those  who  blessed  Abram 
or  curse  those  who  cursed  him, 
and  6)  through  Abram  everyone 
cm  earth  would  be  blessed.  God 

Eromised  Abram  security,  well- 
eing,  prominence  and  useful¬ 
ness.  As  you  read  the  story  of 
Abram  s  life,  it  is  obvious  that 
God  kept  each  of  his  promises. 
Ultimately,  all  the  world  was 
blessed  by  a  Savior,  Jesus,  a 
descendent  of  Abram. 

Obedience  To  God  (12:4-6). 
Abram  demonstrates  his  great 
faith  in  that  he  took  God  at  his 
word  and  left  his  comfort  zone. 
This  great  man  of  faith  packed 


up  everything  he  had  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  go  wherever  God 
showed  him!  In  doing  so,  he 
showed  God  was  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  anything  else  in  his  life. 

The  great  hymn  of  faith.  Trust 
and  Obey,"  serves  as  a  reminder 
that  obedience  to  God  depends 
upon  our  belief  that  God  will  do 
what  is  best  for  us.  Abram’s  fore¬ 
fathers  didn't  believe  that,  but  he 
did.  Because  Abram  believed, 
God  blessed  him.  As  you  exam¬ 
ine  your  life,  do  you  trust  God  s 
heart  enough  to  obey  him  com¬ 
pletely? 

The  Promise  Of  God  (12:7a). 
When  Abram  arrived  in 
Canaan,  God  reappeared  to  him 
and  reassured  him  he  was  not 
alone  in  this  foreign  land.  God 
promised  Abram  that  his  off¬ 
spring  would  one  day  receive 
all  of  the  land  he  saw.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  Abram  never 
owned  any  of  the  land  except  a 
small  burial  plot.  Yet,  he  still 
remained  faithful  to  God. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Live  responsibly 

Daniel  5 


By  Wayne  VanHorn 


The  first  time  I  heard  the 
story  of  the  hand  writing  on  the 
wall  was  in  a  Billy  Graham  cru¬ 
sade  in  1974.  My  initial  impres¬ 
sion  remains:  our  God  is  sover¬ 
eign  even  over  the  kings  of  the 
earth!  We  are  introduced  for  the 
first  time  to  Belshazzar, 
described  as  king  and  as  a  son 
of  Nebuchadnezzar. 

Nebuchadnezzar  had  raided 
Jerusalem  and  had  taken  sacred 
vessels  from  the  Temple  (1:2). 
He  also  took  Hebrews  into  exile 
in  605,  598  and  586  B.C. 

Proud  and  Partying  (5:1-4). 
Our  first  glimpse  of  Belshazzar 
is  a  king  at  play.  Hosting  a  feast 
for  a  thousand  of  his  nobles,  he 
drinks  wine  and  encourages  his 


VanHorn 


This 


guests  to  do  so.  The 
phrase  "When 

Belshazzar  tasted  the 
wine. . ."  in  5:2  is  taken 
to  mean  "when  he  felt 
the  effects  of  the  wine 
proud  king  added  to  the  festiv¬ 
ity  by  having  the  gold  vessels, 
that  nad  been  taken  from  the 
Temple  by  Nebuchadnezzar 
many  years  earlier,  brought  to 
the  banquet  hall.  Belshazzar, 
his  guests,  his  wives  and  con¬ 
cubines  drank  wine  from  these 
sacred  vessels  (5:2-4).  The  par¬ 
tying  was  topped  off  witn  a 
praise  service  to  "the  gods  of 
gold  and  silver,  of  bronze,  iron, 
wood,  and  stone"  (5:4b).  In  5:1- 
4  the  reader  is  given  a  portrait 
of  a  proud  and  secure  King  on 
top  of  his  world.  The  picture 


here  is  similar  to  one 
that  could  be  painted  a 
thousand  times  over 
today.  People  partying 
their  lives  away,  secure 
in  themselves,  so  sure  of 
the  future.  Belshazzar 
was  in  control. ..or  so  he 
thought! 

Scared  and  Searching 
(5:5-7).  Daniel  5:5  indi¬ 
cates  how  fast  one's  for¬ 
tunes  can  be  reversed. 
"Suddenly  the  fingers  of  a  man's 
hand  emerged.  .  ."  The  hand 
wrote  and  tne  king  worried.  The 
king's  psychological  state  is 
described  in  terms  of  physical 
change.  His  face  grew  pale,  his 
hip  joints  went  slack  and  his 
knees  began  knocking  together. 
Additionally,  his  thoughts 
alarmed  him!  (5:6).  The  once 
proud  and  partying  king  was 
now  shaken  and  visibly  dis¬ 
turbed.  He  took  a  course  of 
action  which  seemed  natural  but 
turned  out  to  be  ineffective.  He 
consulted  his  wisemen  and 
counselors,  promising  a  great 


reward  to  the  man  who  inter¬ 
preted  the  inscription.  The  writer 
provides  a  wonderful  insight 
into  human  futility.  We  spend 
our  lives  to  obtain  things,  to 
enjoy  power,  and  to  relish  popu¬ 
larity  and  authority,  but  power 
and"  material  things  become 
meaningless  in  the  face  of  the 
uncertainties  of  life.  Belshazzar 
was  willing  to  bestow  some 
wealth,  position,  and  authority 
on  the  person  who  could  relieve 
him  of  the  anxiety  caused  by  the 
hand  and  the  unknown  inscrip¬ 
tion.  When  none  of  his  coun¬ 
selors  could  interpret  the  inscrip¬ 
tion,  the  king's  condition  wors¬ 
ened  (5:8-9). 

Weighed  and  Wanting  (5:25- 
28).  In  5:10-24,  the  queen 
informed  Belshazzar  of  Daniel's 
keen  spirit  and  wisdom.  Daniel 
agreea  to  decipher  the  inscrip¬ 
tion.  Interestingly,  before  Daniel 
gives  the  actual  interpretation, 
he  reminds  Belshazzar  of  an 
incident  in  Nebuchadnezzar's 
life.  The  incident  is  recorded  in 
Daniel  4  and  recounted 


in 


God  never  forgets  his  chil¬ 
dren.  Even  when  they  have  left 
comfortable  surroundings  to  take 
a  step  of  faith,  God  continues  to 
remind  them  of  his  presence  and 
his  promise.  Though  he  may  not 
keep  the  promises  in  the  manner 
or  timetable  his  children  expect, 
God  is  faithful  nonetheless. 

The  Worship  Of  God 
(12:7b-9).  Abram  responded  to 
God’s  faithfulness  by  worship¬ 
ing  him.  He  built  altars  in  a 
pagan  land  to  honor  God’s 
goodness  and  give  visible  testi¬ 
mony  to  his  power. 

In  light  of  God’s  faithfulness 
to  keep  his  promises,  believers 
should  always  respond  to  Him 
with  a  grateful  heart  in  wor¬ 
ship.  When  we  trust  God  and 
obey  him,  he  blesses  our  lives 
and  draws  us  closer  to  him. 
There  really  is  no  other  way  to 
be  happy  in  Jesus,  "but  to  trust 
and  obey." 

Bird  is  pastor,  15th  Avenue 
Church,  Meridian. 

Daniel  5:18-21.  Daniel's  point 
was  simple.  God  always  exalts 
the  humble  and  humbles  the 
exalted.  Belshazzar  should  have 
learned  from 

Nebuchadnezzar's  ordeal. 
Since  he  did  not  learn,  the  hand 
came  writing  on  the  wall.  The 
words  are  now7  revealed, 
"Mene,  Mene,  Tekel,  and 
Pharsin,"  and  the  interpretation 
is  given.  Belshazzar's  time  as 
king  was  limited,  he  had  been 
found  lacking,  and  his  kingdom 
would  be  divided  between  the 
Medes  and  Persians.  Verses  30- 
31  give  historical  confirmation 
of  the  accuracy  of  Daniel's 
interpretation.  Daniel's  reward 
(5:29)  was  unnecessary  for  he 
would  have  interpreted  the 
writing  without  such  compen¬ 
sation  (5:17).  Thus  Belshazzar's 
reign  and  life  came  to  an 
untimely  but  just  end.  We  say  to 
this  day,  "The  hand  writing  is 
on  the  wall!"  to  indicate  the 
beginning  of  the  end. 

VanHorn  is  pastor,  First 
Church,  Columbia. 


move  from  Point  A(totally  sin-  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ful)  to  Point  B  (totally  sinless),  ashamed.,  rightly  dividing  the 
This  occurred  through  the  cross  word  of  truth"  (2  Tim.  2:15). 
when  Christ  "having  slain  the  What  a  wonderful  message 
enmity,"  created  one  new  man  to  carry:  a  sinless  Savior  dying 
reconciled  to  God  (Eph.  2:15-  to  pay  the  sinners  debt  so  that 
16).  "For  by  grace  are  ve  saved  they  ’may  receive  the  imputed 
through  faith.. .not  of  works,  righteousness  of  God. 
lest  any  man  should  boast"  Are  you  erateful  enough  for 
(Eph.  2:8-9).  this  gift?  Have  you  thanked 

Ministry  (5:20-6:2).  God  for  your  position  in  Christ? 

Christians  are  privileged  and  We  so  often  forget  the  great  sac- 
responsible  for  sharing  the  rifice  Christ  made  for  us. 
gospel  message  with  the  lost.  Jesus'  greatest  command- 
Remember,  as  a  believer,  you  are  ment  is  "love  the  Lord  thy  God 
the  recipient  of  someone's  min-  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all 
istry.  Jesus,  having  purchased  thy  soul  arid  with  all  thy  mind 
through  his  death,  burial,  and  and  with  all  thy  strength,"  and 
resurrection  salvation  for  all  hiS  second,  "love  thy  neighbor 
who  believe,  sent  his  messen-  as  thyself."  These  involve  two 
gers  into  the  world  —  to  Jews  kinds  of  reconciliation.  First, 
and  Gentiles  alike.  The  first  con-  we  must  be  reconciled  to  God 
verts  became  Christ's  ambas-  by  having  a  right  standing 
sadors.  Ambassadors  must  pos-  with  him.  Second,  we  must  rec- 
sess  a  minimum  of  three  qualifi-  oncile  ourselves  with  others, 
cations:  child  of  God,  willing-  living  in  love  and  harmony  as  a 
ness  to  serve,  and  spiritual  demonstration  of  our  love  for 
knowledge.  Ambassadors  are  Christ. 


Life  and  Work 

Be  reconcilers 

2  Corinthians  5:11-6:2 


Paul  because  he  didn’t 
want  to  displease  God 
(v.ll).  Fourth,  the  "love  of 
Christ  constrained"  (v.14) 
him  to  work  without 
ceasing. 

These  same  reasons 
should  motivate  us.  Our 
heartfelt  reply  should  be, 
"Yes,  Lord,  I'll  do  whatev¬ 
er  you  want  me  to  do." 
Everyone  can't  be  a  mis¬ 
sionary,  but  God  has  given  us 
some  talent  we  should  use  for 
his  glory.  For  some,  being  an 
encourager  is  their  special  talent; 
for  others,  the  voice,  the  hands, 
the  feet,  etc.  Whatever  talent 
God  gave  you  should  be  used 
enthusiastically  for  the  Lord. 

Message  (5:16-19).  Verses  lb- 
19  address  reconciliation.  To 
reconcile  means  "to  change"  or 
"to  be  brought  from  enmity  to 
friendship  with  God."  Enmity 
is  defined  in  Romans  8:7  as 
"The  sinful  mind  is  enmity 
against  God."  Because  sin  sepa¬ 
rates  man  from  God,  some  pro¬ 
vision  is  necessary  for  man  to 


the  cause  ot  Ghrist 
before  his  conver¬ 
sion  experience  on 
the  Damascus  Road; 
afterward,  he  even 
more  zealously  tried  to  per¬ 
suade  men  about  the  love  of 
Christ  who  "died  for  all"  (15). 
He  explained  that  "an  eterrt'al 
house  in  heaven,  not  built  by 
human  hands,"  (5:1  NIV) 
awaits  believers  at  death. 

Four  factors  motivated  Paul 
to  minister  day  and  night.  First, 
"all"  believers  will  appear 
before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ  to  receive  rewards  for 
their  good  deeds.  Second,  "all" 
sinners  are  dead  (v.14)  prior  to 
their  belief  in  Christ  as  Savior 
and  Lord.  Third,  the  "terror  of 
the  Lord,"  (meaning  reverential 
fear  and  respect)  compelled 


Elizabeth  Eliot's  incredible 
ministry  of  reconciliation 
occurred  when  she  befriended 
the  Aucan  Indians  of  Ecuador 
who  had  brutally  killed  five  mis¬ 
sionaries,  her  husband  included. 
Elizabeth,  with  her  young 
daughter  and  an  Aucan  woman 
risked  their  lives  offering  friend¬ 
ship,  Christian  love,  and  Christ 
to  this  head-shrinking  tribe. 
Through  her  pioneer  efforts,  the 
Aucans  today  have  peace  with 
themselves  and  outsiders. 

Our  call  to  be  reconcilers 
may  not  be  as  dramatic  nor  as 
successful  as  Elizabeth's; 
nonetheless,  it  is  needed  in  our 
jungle-like  world  of  hate. 

Motivation  (5:11-15).  Paul 
had  zealously  fought  against 
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Mrs.  S.  B.  Gamer 
Ira  “Ham”  Overstreet 
Inez  Haynes  SSC  FBC-Biloxi 
Jerome  Pace 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  J  Pace 
Mrs.  Mary  Shepherd  Pate 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lon  D.  Pepper  Sr. 
Frazer  Parish 
Mr  A  Mrs  Arnold  Knight 
Mrs.  Ruby  Parsons 
Mr  A  Mrs.  E.  C.  Parsons 
Mrs.  Joyce  Peeples 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Pete  Oglesby 
Mr.  Jack  Pickeming 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Mooney 
Mrs.  Alexis  Maureen  Pinschenat 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Bobby  R.  Bridges 
Mr.  Robert  Pope 
Rachel  Browning 
Beth  Browning  Neely 
Thomas  Price 
Ms  Billie  C.  McCully 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Young 
Mother  of  Ralph  Prince 
Mrs  Frances  D.  Collins 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Prince 
Mrs.  Hazel  C  Flora 
Mrs.  Lula  Mae  Ratcliff 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  M  Tidwell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  G.  Holmes 
Sam  Rea 
Jimmy  Ashley 
Mr.  A  Mrs  C.  Gene  Cryder 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roscoc  Davis 
Ralph.  Nancy  A  EnctJranholm 
Mrs  Katie  Kemp 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Bob  Turcotte 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bert  Turcotte 
Kim  Willis 
Douglas  Red  field 
Ms.  Lucy  Emily  Anderson 
Cleo  B.  Reed 

Mr  A  Mrs.  Frank  L  Morgan 
Mrs.  Mary  Reid 
Mr  A  Mrs  Buddy  Kirkland 
Ms.  Barbara  Roberts 
Mrs.  Ernestine  Baxter 
Mrs.  Cecilia  Robertson 
Mi.  A  Mrs.  Perry  Spiahcrry 


Saptut  QkilJii 


re  ns 


ACCREDITED 


Room  l  Rotiinson.  E\cculi\e 
Director 
PC).  Box  27. 

Clinton.  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


COJiCIt.  ON  ACCREDITATION  Of 
SERVICES  FOR  FAMILIES  AND 
children  r*c 


Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  indiv  iduals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

AUG.  1, 1997- 
AUG.  31,199. 

MEMORIALS 

Mrs.  Rachel  l!.  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elliott  F.  Thomas  Sr.  & 

Family 

Mrs.  Truett  Smith 

The  Children  of  Sam  A  Inez  Black 
My  rtle  Davis  Smith 
The  Chapel  Bible  Class  FBC'- Jackson 
Prentiss  B.  Smith 
Challenger  SSC  Macedonia  BC' 

Truly  F.  Smith 
Challenger  SSC  Macedonia  BC 
Mrs.  Pat  Smothers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Smith 
Mr.  Fester  Spears 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  W.  F.  Evans 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  M  E.  Williams 
John  Henry  Spencer 
Ms.  Bonmc  G.  Shirley 
Beatrice  Standard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  J  Garrett 
Mrs.  Etva  Mae  Stapp 
Mrs  Lorenc  P  Partain 
Mr.  Max  Stephens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  R  Benson 
Mr  A  Mrs  F  R  Clark 
Mr.  O.  S.  Denham.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Saidee  Sue  Jones 


GunIciQMMtghn 

V6  A  Mix  Samuel  M.  Dow  die 

Mr.  Ward 

Mr  A  .Mrs  Bobby  Culberson 

Mrs.  Vera  Ward 
Mr  Bruce  Hill 
Shirley  Warren 
N  .  A  Mrs.  J  Richard  Young  Jr. 

Ms.  Lois  Nettles  Watts 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  P.  M.  West 
Mrs.  Lois  C.  Goodwin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Buchanan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  W  hite  v 
Goss  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Fred  W  hitacre 
Mr  A  Mr>  Gilbert  R  Worth 
Mr.  C  lifT  Whitehead 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mildred  Wilkinson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Pete  A.  Saway 
J.  W.  W  illiams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hansel  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Ann  W  illiamson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Gilbert  R  Worth 
Mrs.  Elva  W  instead 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Bill  E  Coleman 
Mr.  David  Wood 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  ().  Baker 
Mrs.  Virginia  W  right 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  C.  Pilgrecn 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  B  Wall 
Dr.  Victor  Yawn 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Frank  Mahaffey  A  Family 
Mrs.  Inez  York 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 


Mr.  Winfred  Holloway 

Dav  id.  Deborah  A  Matthew  While 
Mr.  William  Hopkins 

Mrs.  Louise  Ferguson 
Mr.  Wayne  Hughes 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Ray  Grille! 

Dennis  Humphrey 
Dr  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stewart 
Mrs.  John  Hunter 
Mrs  Hermit  A  Jones 
George  Hutchins 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc 
Jean  Hutchins 
Roy  A  Joy  Cliburn 
Mrs.  L.  V.  Jenkins 
Ms  Eihclyn  Minus 
Mr.  Joe  Johnson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  D  Cruise 
Albert  Johnston 
Ms  Inez  L  Duckworth 
Larry  Duckworth 
Virginia  Haney 
Mrs.  t  Hilda  Jones 
Mis.  May  V  Golding’ 

Rev.  B.  Alfred  Jones 
Mis.  Adelaide  R  Powell 


Bal  Mobley 
Jerry  A.  Stewart 

Mrs  H  B  Hood 
Mrs.  Ruby  Frazier  Stinson 

Mrs  Ifndine  Spain 
Mr.  A  Mrs  David  M.  Fernss 
Mrs  Eugene  H  Neill 
Mrs  JaojueltocjFiHjua 
Mr  A  Mrs  E.  L  Bennett  Jr. 

Lulu  R.  St  rebeck 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
S.  W  .  Strong 
BoJion  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Curtis  Sturdivant 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Mike  Beattie 
Mrs  Dorothy  l  Simian 
Mrs.  Sue  Styers 
Ms  Maty  Ida  Welch 
Mrs.  Onta  Lou  Sullivan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Tom  Rice 
Roger  Dale  Sullivan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Winston  F  Dm  k worth 
Mrs.  Mary  I.eeSuinrall 
Mr  A  Ntrs  Frank  H  Fans 
Mrs.  Malcolm  W  Heaid 
Mrs.  Swart/ 

Dr.  Tanu  Hodges  Brooks 
Ms  Nitu  Hodges 
Audrey  Singley  Swilley 
Ruby  Singley 

William  Far!  (Skip)  Taylor.  Jr 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  A.  Smith 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Thomas 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Charles  W  Famor 
loiwrence  Tilghmon 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donald  B  Wall 
Mrs.  Mv  rtis  Toler 
Mrs.  Richard  C,  Bryan 
Henry  C.  Dicker 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Drew  Wells 
Mr.  A.  M.  Tullus 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B  R  Taylor 
Hum  Turner 
Mrs  Carole  L.  Mattox 
Mr.  Jem  Turner 
Mr  A  Mrs  William  H.  Brewer 
Jack  Brewer 
Ruth  SSC  FBC'  Tupelo 
Bobby  (»ene  Tutor 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  C.  Lowry 
Vehnfo  l  pchurrh 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ted  Clark 
Mr  A  Mrs.  L.  C.  Ellis 


SEP.  1, 1997- 
SEP.30, 1997 

HONORS 


Bethel  BC.  Newton  County 

John  Bcthune.  Jr 
Lucille  Brister 

Alathean  SSL  FBC -Collins 
Mrs.  Hazel  Carter 
Eloisc  Vt**ss1c>  SSC  FBC-C'olumbus 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  W.  L.  Compere 
FBC'  Newton 
Mr.  F.  P.  i  oiiiK  t 

Eloisc  CrovJey  SSC'  FBC’-CHumbus 

Helen  A  F.  L.  Crain  - 
levsi,-;»  H  Germany 

Alar gar et  Dyess 
Mrs  Nvll  F.  Dyess 

PaPaw  Karris 
Mi  ft  Mi  -  klk*  i  i  idkla 

Rosa  I  eigh  Florence 
Matinee  B  Beatty 

Billy  Halhorn  A  David  Harrisim 
Ms  Betty  N.  Griffith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Jones 
Dr.  William  Pollard.  Jr 
Robert  W.  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs  G.  Warren  Bums 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Lahhart 
Mr  A  Mrs  Alton  L.  Fiekls 
Mrs.  Marcella  Nagy 
Eloisc  Crowley  SSC  FBC -Columbus 
Air.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Pruitt 
Mrs.  Fran  Kericy 
Mrs.  Marian  Tad  lock 
Hope  SSC  Centerville  BC 


BCV  Planting  Seeds  for  a  Second  Century  Harvest 


A  lot  has  changed  in  our  100  year  history 

But 

We  are  still  caring  for  children 


We  still  make  that  BCV  punch! 


MEMORIALS 


Father  of  Frankie  Hutto 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Father  of  Pat  Felts 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Father  of  Shamn  1  Jttle 
Mr  A  Mrs  Hubert  T  Kendrick 
Son  of  Dr.  &  Mrs  Holland  Addi 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Tommy  F.  Taylor 
Air.  Robert  \lderson 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ronald  Selden 
Fart  Allen 
Mrs.  Earl  Allen 
Airs.  Glenda  Allen 


Be  sure  to  come  by  and  visit  with  us 
at  our  booth  at  the  Convention 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 

Afrv  R.  A.  Clanton 

McAdams  BC' 

Air.  Hugh  T.  Collins.  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  James  \  VXhii.iker 
Mrs  Mary  E.  Sanford 
Mr.  Fmiel  (  order 
Gordie  Whittington 


Cultivating  today’s  youth  into  the  year  2000  and  beyond 


Mrs  Jacqueline  Fuqua 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Hobbs 
Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 


Mr  A  Mrs.  John  S.  Hollingsworth 

A.  Eraeat  “Preacher”  Crawford,  Sr. 

.  Mrs.  Garth  S  Ingram 


I 

I 


Calif.-NAMB  efforts  yield  new  ministries 


The  Road  to 
Everlasting 


ribbon-cutting  ceremony 
marked  the  official  opening 
Telegraph  Avenue  Missions  Center. 

"Telegraph  Center  to  the 

hungrv,  to  clothe  those  who  need  clothing  a  V  A'VJl 

and  to  love  thost  who  are  unloved,'"  ^  r 

Win!:  ,- ,  r  -aid  R.'d  ai'C  \  elk  •  b'  T  I'Uf  #«***  ’  “^1 . ^  * ,, 

'  U  "  ;•  T  .  T 

to 

mission"  complex  is 

supported  In  |  aT'io 

t ion  the  \orth  Mission  M 

i\  wild  Msi  k 

Additii>nal  support  comes  from  aiea 

churches  as  well  as  a  local  food  bank  and 

various  other  community  organizations.  30  AND  COUNTING  —  Paula  Dickson  (fourth 

The  modern,  two-story  building.  Mission  Center,  and  June  Tate,  a  director  of  the  No 
replaces  three  smaller  wooden  structures  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  help  cut  the  ceri 
vvnich  housed  the  Telegraph  Avenue  marking  the  official  opening  of  the  new  two  story 
Mission  Center  the  past  30  years. 

The  new  facility  includes  a  large  multi¬ 
purpose  room  which  can  be  used  for  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  community  training  programs.  Also 
included  are  staff  offices,  a  fully  equipped 
kitchen  and  dining  room,  and  refrigerated 
storage  for  the  center's  food  distribution 
ministry. 

In  addition,  the  center  serves  as  a  wor¬ 
ship  center  for  new  Baptist  congregations 
anti  houses  a  socialization  program  for  the 
mentally  ill. 

Charles  Stewart,  NAMB  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  properties,  credited  the  center's 
director,  Paula  Dickson,  and  her  husband, 

Ted,  who  "dared  to  dream  that  we  could 
build  it  here." 

Stewart  recalled  three  years  of  construc¬ 
tion  delays,  escalating  costs  and  other 
obstacles  that  eventually  were  overcome  to 
bring  the  project  to  completion. 

He  called  it  "one  of  tne  most  ambitious 


EVERLASTING  LIFE 


God  intends 
V  for  all  his  children  to 
®  live  with  him  forever, 
but  the  road  to  everlasting  life 
is  blocked.  To  find  that  road 
you  must: 


Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  3:10) 


Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

God  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  w  hile 
we  were  vet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 


am  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  each  one  that  is 
met,  each  life  that  is  touched,"  Dickson 
said.  She  noted  the  center's  new  home  rep¬ 
resents  "the  beginnings  of  new  opportuni¬ 
ties  and  new  challenges  to  work  closely 
together  with  churches  and  organizations 
in  our  community  and  neighborhood." 

Dickson  pledged  to  work  with  Southern 
Baptists  to  help  meet  needs  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  "so  the  people  who  walk  through 
these  doors  can  find  hope." 

"1  look  upon  this  (new  center)  as  an 
investment  in  the  Lord's  work  in  the  East 
Bay,"  said  Larry  Fisher,  director  of  missions 
for  East  Bay  Southern  Baptist  Association, 
which  includes  Oakland. 

"From  this  day  on,  there  is  going  to  be  a 
marked  difference  in  how  Southern 
Baptists  are  seen  in  the  Bay  Area." 


Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  w  ith  your 
mouth  lesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  he  saved.  (Rom.  10:9) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Seminary  librarian  believes  letter  cost  him  his  job 


way  some  kind  of  conciliatory 
"pirit  and  expressing  the  fact 
that  I'm  brokenhearted  because 
we  can’t  find  bigger  objectives 
and  unite  even  through  our  dil- 
feu  lives,"  he  added. 

I  lliff  declined  to  comment 
on  L\bu:»nuin's  letter  and  fir 
ing.  "  I  his  is,  apparently,  a  mat¬ 
ter,.  concerning  the  personnel 
policies  at  Southern  Seminary.  I 
nave  no  statement  to  make, " 
Elliff  said  in  a  faxed  response  to 
an  interview  request. 

However,  Debiisman  "aid  it 
was  ob\  ions  to  him  that  I  Hill  had 
l  i  ’! i it niiiiii . itt  *  1  with  the  M  ini 
na.  y.  L.\  I  umii.ii)  did  r.ol  u  n.  i\  c  i 
peisonal  leply  from  I  llilf  until 
the  Monday  after  ho  was  fired. 

Debiisman  said  c  miliary 
administrators  told  him  his 
actions  had  been  "harmful"  to 


Southern  Seminary  under 
Mohler's  administration. 

Debusman  said  in  that  con¬ 
text  Elliff  suggested  he  would 
not  have  been  invited  to  speak 
in  chapel  under  previous  mod¬ 
erate  administrations. 

"At  least  the  tone  of  what  I 
felt  he  was  saving  was  that  in 
the  former  days  he  would  not 
have  been  invited,"  Debusman 
explained.  — 

That  prompted  the  librarian  to 
write  Elliff  a  personal  letter  in 
which  he  attempted  to  correct 
what  he  perceived  as  historical 
inacc  tiiacics  in  Elliff's  comments. 

Study  ing  and  working  at  the 
seminary  since  the  l*J50s, 
I  Vbu"  man  has  witnessed  the 
administration  of  three  presi¬ 
dents:  Duke  McCall,  Roy 
Honeycutt,  and  Mohler. 

I  reminded  him  that  | in  the 
past  |  we  had  lien  id  SBC  presi¬ 
dents  and  other  ranking  mem¬ 
bers  ot  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,"  Debusman  said. 
"Chapel  as  I  ivmembered  it  from 
the  '50s.  'bOs,  70s  and  '80s  w  as  a 
time  when  we  heard  everyone. 
I  here  was  a  deliberate  strategy  to 
bring  in  different  points  of  view." 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  — 
The  longtime  reference  librari¬ 
an  at  Southern  Seminary  was 
fired  Sept.  2b,  apparently 
because  he  wrote  a  personal  let¬ 
ter  questioning  statements 
made  in  a  chapel  address  by 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  President  Tom  Elliff. 

Paul  Debusman,  a  35-vear 
employee  of  the  seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  was  10  months 
away  from  retirement.  He  was 
given  one  month's  severance 
pay  and  immediately  dismissed. 

As  a  result  of  the  "involun¬ 
tary  retirement,"  Debiisman, 
(>4,  will  lose  some  retirement 
benefits  he  otherwise  would 
have  received. 

Seminary  President  Albert 
Mohler  did  not  return  a  phone 
call  seeking  comment  on  the 
firing.  Seminaiy  spokesman 
David  Porter  said  Mohler 
would  not  comment  because  ot 
the  lonlidcnlin!  legal  nature  of 
personnel  mallei" 

According  to  senunarv-pro- 
duced  news  reports,  Elliff's 
Sept,  lb  chapel  address  lauded 
the  changes  toward  conser¬ 
vatism  that  have  occurred  at 


"That's  no  longer  true," 
Debusman  said  he  pointed  out  to 
Elliff.  Under  the  Mohler  admin¬ 
istration,  "some  people  will  not 
be  invited,",  he  explained.  "My 
pastor  will  not  be  inv  ited." 

Debusman  is  a  longtime 
member  of  Crescent  I  lill  Church 
in  Louisville,  the  Baptist  church 
nearest  the  seminary. 

In  the  past,  the  moderate  con¬ 
gregation  was  closely  linked 
with  the  seminary.  In  recent 
years  that  relationship  has 
faded,  as  moderate  faculty  and 
students  were  gradually 
replaced  by  conservaliv es  dur¬ 
ing  the  PkSOs. 

"The  ironic  thing  to  me  is  1 
was  attempting  to  ne  concilia¬ 
tory,"  Debusman  said.  I'm  not 
naive,  and  I  don't  mean  to 
sound  Pollyanish  But  I  closed 
my  letter  by  saving  my  he.nl 
had  been  broken  since  07*)  by 
the  way  we  had  sniped  at  each 
other  and  I  would  to  God  that 
we  could  unite  around  the  larg¬ 
er  mission  of  sharing  the 
gospel,  discipline,  and  equip¬ 
ping  believers. " 

"Although  critical,  I  was 
intending  to  be  in  my  little  tiny 


Bibliocipher 


CZSV  ()|  VSVMQ  RTA 


OPTO  THRVOP  IX  OPVY 


Clue:  V  equals  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  know  ledge.  A 
king  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  sub'-tilu- 
t.ion.  The  sanie  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Matthew  .  Ten 


LA  busman  said  ne  was 
shocked  that  his  writ  ing  a  per¬ 
sonal  letter  to  Mill!  would  be 
construed  as  bringing  harm  to 
the  seminary. 

I  ju"l  did  not  see  that  a  per¬ 
sonal  lcH<  i  whit  h  I  was  intend; 
ing  as  conciliatory  '  would  be 
peiceived  as  harmful,  he  said, 


